
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

Dear Readers: 

The Cuban Movement for Peace and the Sovereignty of the Peoples 

convened the Continental Meeting of the America-Caribbean of the 

World Peace Council, held in one of the worst moments of crisis facing 

the region, not only because of the challenge it represents to face Covid-

19 with scarce resources, but also by the resurgence of the aggressive 

policies implemented by the United States in such a situation, lacking 

solidarity and humanity. 

This edition is a selection of the interventions made by Socorro Gomes, 

President of the World Peace Council, and the representatives of the 

peace organizations of Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Jamaica and 

Venezuela. 

The meeting was chaired from Havana by Silvio Platero, President of 

MovPaz and regional coordinator of the WPC in America, and was 

attended by Iraklis Tsavdaridis from Greece, Executive Secretary of the 

WPC. 

We hope you find the information and figures collected here of interest 

to you. 

Editorial Council 



 

On behalf of the Cuban Movement for Peace and Sovereignty of the 

Peoples, I welcome all peace organizations attached to the World Peace 

Council present at this America-Caribbean Continental Meeting. 

The purpose of this meeting is to grant continuation to the agreement 

reached at the regional meeting of last October 14, of holding this type of 

event every six months. 

The complex international situation caused by the effects of the pandemic 

has resulted in the sharpening of neoliberal policies, the impairment of the 

health systems in some countries of our region, and the imbalance of the 

socioeconomic structures that have produced discontent and social 

inequality. 

In addition, the increase in the number of economic sanctions and coercive 

measures by the United States Administration against Cuba, Venezuela, 

and Nicaragua have worsened the confrontation with the Covid 19. 

The advance of the rightist forces in several nations of the continent, 

together with the permanence of the Monroe Doctrine as central point of 

the new United States administration in its policy toward the hemisphere 

continue to represent real threats to peace and to the enforcement of the 

postulates contained in the Proclaim of Latin America and the Caribbean as 

Peace Zone. 

The precarious economic, political, and social conditions, as well as the 

daily violence and impunity faced by the social, popular, feminist, trade 

unionist, and indigenous organizations plus the human rights movements 

in Colombia caused a huge social outbreak with echo in the entire nation 

and internationally. 

The mass street marches and the national strike since last April 28 have 

been violently suppressed by police and military forces with consent of the 

government, and have caused the loss of numerous human lives and 

thousands of wounded. 

Those are some of the realities that we, fighters for peace and social justice 

in our country face at this moment when we are holding this meeting. 

For that reason, we propose that we broach, among other topics, the 

offensive of the United States imperialism in times of Covid 19, the 

solidarity of the peoples in their struggle for peace and just causes, and the 

activities foreseen by the World Peace Council for the upcoming semester. 

Dear comrades: 

As a result of this meeting, we convoke to draw up an action plan that will 

allow us to carry out a group of actions to face the neoliberal offensive and 

the new threats to world peace that exist in the present situation. 

Thanks very much . 

 

 

 

   By: Silvio Platero  

   President of the Cuban Movement for Peace and the   

   Sovereignty of the Peoples  



 

Friends of MovPaz, whom I am happy to greet in the person of our brother 

Silvio Platero, president of MovPaz and regional coordinator of the World 

Peace Council in America, 

It is a duty of great honor to address you in this meeting on the directions 

of our anti-imperialist struggle and for peace in an increasingly cruel reality, 

but also one of more hope due to the resistance of the peoples to war and 

oppression, on all continents. 

I start, therefore, wishing that you are in good health while we deeply 

regret our losses, close or not, in this catastrophic period of pandemic, 

where the international system imposed on us by the imperialist powers 

and the elites takes the lives of so many, but not our hope in the 

transformation of this world. 

That is why our meetings are always necessary, to identify the challenges 

and obstacles that we must overcome, constantly strengthening and 

expanding international solidarity. 

As we know, one of these challenges, which mobilizes the organizations 

and popular forces that have built the World Peace Council itself, the war 

and the militarization of the planet have not stopped in this period of 

pandemic. 

World militarization follows its dire course. The Swedish institute SIPRI 

estimates that in 2020 the planet spent almost 2 billion dollars on weapons 

and other equipment, 2.6% more than in 2019. The United States remains 

in the lead and represents, alone, 39% of the expenses worldwide in the 

sector, with 778 billion dollars. 

SIPRI estimated that the ratio of the world military expenditure was of 2.4% 

of the GDP - more than the 2.2% in 2019. According to the institute, this 

represents the largest yearly increase in the weight of the military sector in 

global GDP since 2009, when there was decrease due to the crisis. 

As we know, the growth of military spending by the United States and the 

empire’s armed wing, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), is 

always justified by the imperialists with infamous accusations against 

Russia and increasingly, China. Almost all 30 NATO members have 

increased their spending, and deployed troops and equipment in offensive 

maneuvers in the Eastern European region and the Asia-Pacific. In addition, 

the bloc announces a new strategic review in which it claims to seek to stop 

China as a "systemic rival." 

But that is just one example of what we continue to denounce. The 

devastating wars waged to sustain the imperialist machine and its military 

industrial complex continue to take lives and destroy nations. Its elites 

continue to impose the militarization of their states and the repression of 

social protests, and the powers impose the economic blockade to stifle 

revolutions and legitimate governments, with new forms of hybrid wars - 

economic, through the media, political. 

Meanwhile, people around the world grapple with the effects of the crisis 

catalyzed by the Covid-19 pandemic and continue to demand equitable 

access to vaccines. Hunger and misery afflicts the workers, and the 
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concentration of wealth in the hands of a small minority continues to 

increase. 

According to the World Bank, extreme poverty continues to grow 

throughout the planet. It already reached 115 million people in 2020 and 

should reach 150 million people in 2021. Extreme poverty, for the entity, 

means living with less than USD 1.90 a day, a condition that affects 

between 9.1% and 9,4% of the world's population. 

The UN Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean 

(ECLAC/CEPAL) estimates that poverty grew in the region to reach 209 

million people in 2020 — that is, 22 million more than 2019. Extreme 

poverty also grew by 12.5 %, adding 78 million people in this unacceptable 

situation. 

On the other hand, the global mobilization in international solidarity is also 

growing. 

We have noticed an increase in solidarity with Cuba, whether in the United 

States, in several European countries, and in Latin America and the 

Caribbean, denouncing the criminal blockade and the illegal occupation of 

the Cuban territory of Guantanamo by the United States. While the 

imperialist powers continue to dedicate billions to war or encourage the 

big pharmaceutical companies in the search to increase their profits and 

monopolies in an issue as essential for humanity as the vaccine against 

Covid-19, Cuba tests nothing less than five vaccines, once again 

demonstrating his commitment to life, in a great contrast of principles. 

In Colombia, an insurgent people have been raising their voice for over a 

month, not only against the reform package of the neoliberal government 

of Iván Duque, but for the right to transform their country in peace and to 

do so without becoming martyrs. The Duque government responded to 

legitimate and popular demands with the militarization of repression and 

the death of his own people in the streets, and now he is confronted by a 

wave that he will not be able to quell. 

In Venezuela, the Bolivarian government of President Nicolás Maduro 

continues to resist the failed attempts of the empire and has the support 

of his people in defense of their sovereignty and the revolution. The coup 

plotters sold by the powers as the legitimate opponents and leaders no 

longer have the same support due to the fiasco of their attempt. 

The Palestinian and Saharawi peoples’ anti-colonial struggles are the 

resistance and the antibody of the peoples to the disease that is this system 

of exploitation and oppression in this 21st century. We must continue to 

give them full support. National self-determination is not a rhetorical 

principle, but a right, an achievement of the peoples in struggle for 

emancipation from which we will not back down. 

In this meeting, we must strengthen our action despite the challenges of 

doing so in this virtual environment, for now. We walk towards a new 

reality with the continuity of the evils that we always fought, imperialism, 

oppression, and exploitation, but obstacles have never stopped us before. 

It becomes even more urgent, therefore, to strengthen and expand ties of 

friendship and fraternity between the peoples and between the WPC with 

sister entities, such as the Women’s International Democratic Federation, 



the World Federation of Democratic Youth, the World Federation of Trade 

Unions, among other coalitions of which we are part. Joint activities can 

strengthen these ties and our struggles. 

Facing the challenges of the current conjuncture and the lasting ones, such 

as the blockade, MovPaz organizes this meeting, as always, demonstrating 

its commitment to our entity. For this reason, I want to congratulate you 

once again, and the member organizations of the World Peace Council in 

the Americas Region, for their determination to keep our connection alive, 

because together we will continue to face the empire and stop war. 

I send you my warmest greetings and wishes for an excellent, productive 

meeting, sure that our commitments to the struggle for peace and the 

transformation of our world through resistance and solidarity among 

peoples will be strengthened. 

Long live international solidarity! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the Bolivian people, the Covid 19 pandemic has been a tragedy that up 

to the present has snatched the lives of 15,000 young and mature people 

and infected more than 350,000 people to date. Those who have recovered 

surpass 80% of this figure thanks to adequate prevention measures, rigid 

quarantines, and employment of improvised, transitory, and palliative 

pharmaceuticals, since it was not until this year 2021 that the constitutional 

and democratic government of President Luis Arce began to worry about 

covering the real needs of the 12 million inhabitants by obtaining the 

necessary vaccines. Vaccines that come from friendly countries such as 

Russia and China, in addition to the COVAX (Astrazeneca) system 

distributed by the WHO-UN, and a small quantity from Pfizer. Everything in 

midst of the transition from the de facto government of Jeanine Áñez. The 

economic paralysis has also attempted against development and peace. 

The improvised and corrupt role played by the Áñezgovernment that has 

entailed a millionaire loss of several million dollars to the national treasury 

for the purchase of oxygen breathers can and must be condemned. With 

ministers and collaborators being judged today, with some in prison for 

these reasons, and others for repression and massacres, like former 

President Jeanine Áñez herself and two of her ministers. 

Did the “friendly countries” United States, Canada, and Japan, and those 

ofthe European continent remember the Bolivian and Latin American 

peoples enough to provide vaccines in solidarity in 2020? In spite of being 

the Áñez government favorable to the neoliberal policy applied by these 

countries? Definitely not. Instead, WHO data confirmed that they had 
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dedicated the year 2020 to accumulate the Pzizer, Astrazeneca, and J&J 

vaccines , among others, as well as sanitary material and masks. Largely 

bought from China. 

Such an excessive accumulation of vaccines for only 330 million inhabitants 

in the US is only understandable due to the gigantic economic power used 

to purchase vaccines beyond the present and future needs of the people of 

the United States. Leaving the rest without them. 

Today, halfway through 2021 and faced with the world pressure of 

independent media, President Joe Biden has decided to donate 60 million 

doses to the entire world, i.e., to the countries of the abandoned third 

world, including the nations of Latin America and excluding Venezuela and 

Cuba from this minimum humanitarian action. Bolivia will receive a small 

part of these J&J donated vaccines, which does not comprehensively solve 

the problem, but already with existing contracts for future purchases of 7-

10 million additional units from China (Sinopharm) and Russia (Sputnik V) 

that will cover the total needs. Up to May 2021, at least 3 million doses had 

been received and used, from both the Russian and the Chinese 

laboratories. 

The policy of Luis Arce’s government of having relations with all world 

countries without exceptions has borne its first fruits with the renewed 

collaboration with countries (Russia, China, Cuba, and Venezuela) that had 

been excluded by the one-year dictatorship of Áñez and, as already 

mentioned, also a small part of Pfizer and Astrazeneca and the coverage of 

those vaccinated with double doses exceeds 6% of the population. 

 

Map showing the difference in the annual personal income in Bolivia, Ecuador, Peru, Central 

America, and CELAC, with Europe, BRICS, RCEP, T-MEC and Arab countries. 

We think that this Latin American and world tragedy obliges to reconsider 

the future. Just as was done in Cuba with the starting up and use of its own 

vaccine, resulting from their own research in their endogenous 

laboratories. In the future, Bolivia and its pharmaceutical laboratories 

could and should collaborate with Cuba and purchase the Soberana 

vaccine. The same thing goes for the joint production among Mexico, 

Argentina, and Russia of the Sputnik V vaccine. 

The struggle for peace and progress of the peoples of the world and 

especially of the Latin American and Caribbean region has our support and 

that of the progressive and anti-imperialist government of Bolivia. Luis Arce 

has sent greetings to all the countries in elections, wishing for a peaceful 

development of those elections and respect for the triumph of the leftist-



followers of economic development candidates in Peru, Colombia and 

Mexico. And in other countries during the present 2021 and upcoming 

years. 

It is possible to highlight the current improved understanding between 

democratic and peace-loving governmentsin Mexico with AMLO and 

Bolivia with Luis Arce. Both follow popular anti-imperialist processes of 

reaffirmation of the state or public patrimony, of the dignity of the working 

population and poorest sectors, and of the necessary national sovereignty 

that must exist to enable the endogenous economy to develop in dynamic, 

social, and productive form without negative intervention or harmful 

interference of the transnationals.  

Our Latin American-CELAC peoples and countries will only be able to 

achieve peace and progress as well as the accelerated development toward 

the first, industrialized/digitalized world by eliminating extreme and 

medium poverty, and conserving or creating the necessary public 

enterprises but with high productivity and controlling corruption inside 

them. 

The plural economy is something that characterizes the historical Bolivian 

mixed process and which produces practical results in terms of growth, 

although it is always liable to improvement according to the index figures 

of each period. There are fifteen powerful strategic state enterprises in the 

fields of energy, food, research, infrastructure, telecommunications, 

hydrocarbons, petrochemicals, metallurgy, lithium, cement, among others. 

Andprivate and social enterprises (cooperatives) play an important role in 

growth and peace, too. 

The 2.0 MAS-IPSP government conducted by Luis Arceis in favor of 

approaching the progressive governments of South and Latin America, 

CELAC, MERCOSUR, CAN, URUPABOL, ALBA, and CARICOM to strengthen 

mutual trade and joint sanitary policies, investments, academic relations, 

technological transfers, but in the first place to agree on a common 

standpoint against the interventionist interests of Yankee imperialism and 

the OAS under Luis Almagro. 

We call on the brotherly countries in Latin America-CELAC to deepen 

relations with the two emerging powers of the multipolar world – China 

and its allies RCEP and Russia and its allies UEA. More opportunities of soft 

credits and technical-scientific exchange will be there to develop our 

economies in comprehensive form and comply with the basic and 

technological needs of our populations. 

It is evident that peace is obtainable with profound social and economic 

transformations such as the agrarian reform and handing of land to 

peasants that will produce in them, opening the domestic and external 

market to the national production. Something basic for some countries that 

have already made these changes in Latin America and difficult and painful 

for others that still have not made them – Colombia, Peru, Chile, Brazil, 

among others – which is where also and for that reason there is 

uncontrolled violence against the people and the dispossessed of the 

countryside and the cities. 

We share MOVPAZ’s far-sighted support to popular democracy in 

Nicaragua and its upcoming elections, threatened by the imperialist 

interests and the OAS of Luis Almagro. Central American peoples in general 



should be supported in constructing strong economies, with high levels of 

installed electric power and social, participative democracies, with no 

corrupt oligarchies and avoiding the permanent mass exodus of their 

peoples and technicians or professionals to crammed places, 

discriminated, and unemployed in large or small cities of North America, 

where the own identity is lost. 

Peace also depends from the possibility that the progressive, brotherly 

governments of Cuba and Venezuela succeed in developing in peace 

without interventionism or blockades. They are peoples that only seek 

peace and the own progress, common to the remaining countries of the 

Latin American and international region. Therefore, a public plan of peace 

and accelerated, peaceful development should be prepared with plans and 

energy projects and production of food, manufactures, and 

pharmaceuticals, among others, common to the interests of other Latin 

American-CELAC countries. The countries of ALBA, of which Bolivia is a 

member, are bound to analyze and present this integral development plan 

to the Latin American countries, so that progressive countries and 

governments of the region may see how to participate with investments, 

scientific and academic exchanges, and increased trade. 

We wish to confirm ouropinion that it is a vital need to celebrate events in 

favor of peace and progress in each one of our countries, with the purpose 

of involving the peoples and their organizations (trade unions, social 

movements, entrepreneurs, governments, institutions, and military, 

among others) in the philosophy and practice of MOVPAZ and the WPC. 

A milestone for Bolivia would be to accompany the 2.0 MAS-IPSP popular 

government and its allies, and advance with them to promote the 

permanent struggle for peace and progress among the actors of their social 

and participative democracy (official and opposition), showing that a new 

world is possible in the newLatin America-CELAC world that will produce 

new, peaceful, solidary, productive, and technically intelligent societies. 

It is possible to advance among all MOVPAZ-WPC components and 

understand that with the current technical-scientific wealth in our 

countries it is possible to eliminate our most deeply established evils, that 

is, poverty, violence, lack of dialogue, intolerance, and the unnecessary 

permanence in the political scenario of old and new oligarchies that only 

try to appropriate the wealth and finances of nations.Peace is the road for 

the people. 

 Ricardo A. Cardona, CODEPANAL 



 

Dear comrades, it is a great pleasure to be with you. I greet especially 

MovPaz from Cuba, and through it, all the heroic and worthy Cuban people. 

Comrades, today Brazil is going through important impasses, the result of 

an earnest political crisis of proportions seldom seen, and it is in this 

scenario that Cebrapaz acts and seeks to intervene according to its 

possibilities. 

I start by saying that in Brazil there is great suffering among the people. The 

pandemic, because of the criminal conduct of the President of the Republic, 

acquired the dimension of a tragedy. The country is about to reach the 

painful figure of 500,000 deceased from Covid-19. 

We seem to be living a period of war, when each day we receive the painful 

news that a relative or friend is in a hospital fighting for his life or, even 

worse, that he has died. 

The effects of the pandemic are aggravated by the government’s neoliberal 

economic policy that benefits only the rich. 

The social tragedy is visible, with thousands of people and families living in 

the streets. In Rio de Janeiro, São Paulo and other large cities the scenario 

is depressing. Surrounded by huge commercial buildings, entire families are 

begging and sleeping outdoors. And I remind you that, unlike Cuba and 

Venezuela, Brazil is not suffering from any blockade or sanction imposed 

by imperialism. 

The most recent data of the Brazilian Statistics Institute show that over 20 

million workers are unemployed or have ceased to apply for a job. 

Due to all this, Bolsonaro, still protected by powerful economic interests, 

has been losing popularity and has adopted a political defensive position, 

cornered by the daily revelations of the Commission of Parliamentary 

Investigation of the Federal Senate, which investigates the responsibilities 

of the federal government in this disaster of the pandemic in Brazil. 

On May 29, the streets of all Brazil were occupied by a large number of 

demonstrators that demanded Bolsonaro’s ousting. 
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At international level, since Trump’s defeat, the government of Bolsonaro 

has been considered a kind of pariah. The probable exit of Netanyahu from 

the Israeli government, as well as the constant defeats or the weakening of 

the rightist allies in Latin America also contribute to put Bolsonaro ever 

more in a situation of international isolation. 

Nevertheless, Bolsonaro maneuvers. He attempts to manage with the U.S. 

imperialism. He still has between 25% and 30% of popular support. 

An encouraging news from this last period was Lula’s return to the political 

scenario. Lula has recovered his political rights by decision of the Supreme 

Federal Court and the number of those who intend to vote for him is 

growing. 

Today, all opinion polls show a preference for him in the presidential 

elections of 2022, but, as Lula himself admits, no exaggerated optimism 

should be harbored. His return has a significant positive impact, 

strengthening the opposition. 

On June 19, the Brazilian people again will be in the streets to protest, and 

the members of Cebrapaz will be present. To struggle against Bolsonaro 

means struggling against imperialism. 

Comrades: the international scenario is formed by the complex interaction 

among all the political struggles and events taking place in the world. 

China and Russia lead, together with other nations, the struggle for a 

multipolar world where respect for international law and self-

determination of the peoples prevail. 

In the meantime, the wild exploitation, driven by the scientific and 

technological development at the service of profit, condemns a mass of 

hundreds of millions to poverty without perspectives. 

The unmistakable truth is that the imperialist globalization is undergoing a 

crisis, and in this crisis the forces of capital are divided and some search for 

desperate solutions, even encouraging the emergence of extreme rightists 

in several countries of America and Europe. 

The advance of the extreme rightist forces is a direct product of 

imperialism. In our opinion, the main characteristic of the international 

struggle today is the struggle between imperialism and the nations in 

search of sovereign national projects. The struggle between imperialism 

and workers and peoples. 

In this context, NATO appears as essential instrument of imperialism for 

the promotion of wars and aggressions. NATO’s clutches reach our 

continent, and its announced updating is nothing but new threats to world 

peace. 

In Brazil, the Brazilian Center for Solidarity with the Peoples and the 

Struggle for Peace (Cebrapaz) has been active since the coup d’État of 2016 

against President Dilma Rousseff, within a framework of attacks of rightist 

and extreme rightist forces against the social movement. 

Even so, we have been acting uninterruptedly in defense of the peoples 

that have been attacked and threatened by imperialism 

Cebrapaz promoted and participated in several actions in defense of 

Palestine, denouncing the recent aggression against Gaza. 

 



TV CEBRAPAZ https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZXtyR-

YJyVOpBtBuUtNdRg  

Our organization was one of the founders of the Brazilian Peace Committee 

in Venezuela, a wide articulation that brings together tens of entities of the 

Popular Movement. Recently, when the Venezuelan diplomatic corps in 

Brazilian territory was threatened and were victims of all kinds of 

provocations, we launched a big movement that resulted in a letter 

addressed to Bolsonaro’s minister of foreign affairs with the signatures of 

138 personalities – intellectuals, artists, teachers, political leaders – of 

which 110 were collected by Cebrapaz. 

Cebrapaz was also very much committed with the organization of the Nobel 

Prize campaign for the Henry Reeve medical brigades. The solidarity with 

Cuba and the denunciation of the criminal blockade are considered priority 

themes by Cebrapaz. In addition, Brazil was recently the venue of the 25th 

National Convention of Solidarity with Cuba, an already traditional event in 

the agenda of Brazilian social movements, where entities from all over the 

country, friends of the Cuban people, meet in defense of its sovereignty. 

Cebrapaz is also involved in a Latin American and Caribbean articulation of 

entities that are solidary with the Saharaui people, whose anti-colonial 

struggle persists. The return to arms in November 2020 showed its 

determination to resist the Moroccan occupation and its longing for 

national liberation. 

Comrades: there is a wide range of themes in the international reality that 

require our attention, and the number of comrades who dedicate their 

militancy mainly to internationalism is still relatively small. Taking sides 

with the peoples of Syria, Iran, Korea, Chile, Ecuador, Argentina, Puerto 

Rico, Western Sahara, Palestine, and so many others that need the friendly 

hand of internationalism demands that we continue to extend ever more 

our performance, and that is our commitment. 

I conclude with congratulations to the brave Peruvian people on the 

magnificent victory of Professor Pedro Castillo in the election of last June 

6, which turns the harmful Group of Lima, of sad remembrance, into an 

unburied corpse. May the airs of Lima, Chile, Bolivia, Cuba, Venezuela, and 

all the peoples that are struggling in Latin America impel changes toward 

the achievement of democracy and social justice. 

Greetings from Cebrapaz and thank you. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZXtyR-YJyVOpBtBuUtNdRg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZXtyR-YJyVOpBtBuUtNdRg


 
 

Greetings to the Cuban Movement for Peace and Sovereignty of the 

Peoples (MOVPAZ), which convoked this assembly that is so necessary and 

important for our peoples, subject to restrictions of freedom of movement 

and expression due to the state of exception and curfew we have in Chile. 

The sanitary crisis has caused severe damage in our country, resulting from 

the poor management of the Piñera government that has turned Chile into 

one of the 15 countries with the highest mortality rate in the world. 

However, still worse, as you know, is the criminal pandemic of the Fascist 

government of Sebastián Piñera, which since the “social outbreak of 

October 18, 2019” exposed the profound social inequality to which the 

government reacts by murdering, mutilating, and imprisoning those who 

fight in the streets, presenting the claims of the Chilean people.  

The mapuche people have been even more severely punished, stigmatized 

and cornered throughout the years, but always present with their ancestral 

demands. The last two years they suffered persecution fromthe military 

and police forces, as in the Huracán case, with the purpose of imprisoning 

them and silencing their demands of land usurpation. Many mapuche 

leaders are now in prison, among them the Machi Celestino Córdova. 

Almost two years after the popular rebellion, the government’s criminal 

policies continue to be enforced, and more than ever before, the Doctrine 

of National Security that declares social fighters as internal enemy. That is 

what we are experiencing in Chile, with hundreds of incarcerated and no 

judicial processes. Preventive arrest, in which they remain for more than a 

year, has become the effective prison sentence for those social fighters. 

We also face famine; the neighbors organize soup kitchens and thus ensure 

nourishment for those most marginalized among the poor population. 

There is unemployment and the deaths caused by COVID-19 total 30,000, 

with 1,394,919 infected, causing concern in the Integrated Health Network, 

which today has 176 beds available for critical patients. 

In midst of this dramatic scenario we are also participating in historical 

events such as the October 25 elections to call a plebiscite to change the 

Constitution left by the Pinochet dictatorship. 

Those elections were also historical because young people who for decades 

had not taken part in the voting this time expressed their will to eliminate 

the imposed constitution. That was thanks to the great revolt that started 

on October 18, 2019, which also produced very important changes in the 

election of Congress members, many of whom had been 30 years in their 

posts and several years serving the business circles. So big was the 

corruption that members of Congress from UDI and the Socialist Party were 

part of a network that received sums of money from the entrepreneurs for 

rendered services, as evidenced by the PENTA Case. 

Now mayors, deputies, and senators cannot be re-elected for more than 

two terms. 

We, as Association of Relatives of Political Victims and part of the 

Observatory of the Closing of the School of the Americas have been very 

active to stop the repression and end the curfew that limits us. 

      By: Alicia Lira Matus  

      President of the Association of Relatives of Political      

      Victims (AFEP) Chile  
  

 

 

 

 

 

Latin American multilateralism and integration pose a horizon for the 

construction of peace long disregarded as a possible future by the 

political actors that have ruled our country. 



Here we are observers because of the closing of the School of the Americas. 

Our point of view is that this debate cannot exclude concepts that point to 

create the conditions that make the use of force unnecessary to ensure the 

borders and the conflicts that may arise in the future. 

Latin American multilateralism and integration pose a horizon for the 

construction of peace long disregarded as a possible future by the political 

actors that have ruled our country. To give peace a chance may be a great 

objective of this convention, which after a long time is giving voice to the 

people. 

Our proposal is the contribution to those who will write the new 

democratic constitution, holding chats with the elected constituents, and 

incorporating and declaring Chile a territory of peace, free of nuclear 

weapons, of mass destruction arms, and of biological arms. A constitutional 

commitment to solve conflicts by peaceful means under the principles of 

integration and brotherly relations among the peoples. 

Also to grant constitutional rank to a war declaration, the prohibition to 

install military bases in the national territory, granting permissions for the 

education and training of military in institutions outside the country, and 

the prohibition to Chilean citizens to perform vigilance tasks. 

To separate the constitutional definitions of the armed forces, with priority 

in the defense of the country’s sovereignty, and of the police forces, with 

priority in the safety of the inhabitants of Chile. 

To ensure respect to the self-determination of the peoples and to respect 

their sovereignty in our country through the democratic constitution 

written by the popular will. 

About the Just Causes 

For us it has been truly a constant issue and we have not ceased to be 

solidary with the brotherly peoples in this political situation. We rejoice and 

express our solidarity with the Bolivian people for their struggle, and for 

having succeeded in ousting the participants in the coup from the 

government, like the former temporary president of the country, Jeanine 

Áñez, arrested for accusations of “sedition, terrorism, and conspiracy.” 

We underline the earnest situation faced by the Colombian people. We, in 

our country, have carried out wakes and delivered a letter to the embassy 

of Colombia in protest against the violations of human rights, together with 

diverse organizations, among them the Group Raíces, which is part of the 

community of Colombians, the engine for the mobilization and resistance. 

Regarding the solidarity with the peoples, we stood with the Palestinian 

people looking for signatures to send to the international organizations 

demanding the end of the massacre against the Palestinian people and the 

condemnation of the Zionist government of Israel. 

With the Palestinian livingin Chilewe organized a march to the Embassy of 

Israel condemning the bombing and deaths of children and civilians in this 

new heartbreaking attack against the lives of the Palestinians with the full 

complicity of the government of the United States, as it has always done in 

other countries. 

We have been part of the movement in solidarity with Cuba, in the 

campaign to send syringes to Cuba and with requests in videos and letters 



to support of the campaign for the granting of the Nobel Prize to the Henry 

Reeve health brigade this year 

We also underline the permanent work with the Venezuelan ambassador, 

comrade Arévalo Méndez, with zoom meetings with the command in 

solidarity with the Venezuelan people. Our association has maintained a 

relationship of friendship and solidarity with him, in opposition to the 

permanent attacks Venezuela has endured from the Chilean rightist forces 

and sectors of the Concertación (Christian Democracy, Party for Democracy 

and summit of the Socialist Party). 

Today we are working in our country for the elections of governors, a new 

representative post elected by popular vote. 

And in November of this year there will be presidential elections, which 

means we will be working to achieve true changes for the working class. 

That is why our program as Association and Observatory contains three 

points: 

-First week of July: surrounding with demands the place where the elected 

constituents will assume their posts. 

-Second week of July: marches from the Plaza de la Dignidad to the Plaza 

de Armas in Santiago. In demand of freedom for all political prisoners. 

-September 11: tribute pilgrimage in memory of the victims of the coup 

d’État, marching through the center of Santiago. 

Thanks comrades 
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Dear friends participating in the Continental Movement of Peace 

Movements of America and the Caribbean of the World Peace Council; 

Dear comrades:  

Colombia is living decisive days. In a little over one month, millions of 

Colombians, men and women of the most diverse social, ethnic, cultural 

and juvenile origins will be the actors of a true popular rebellion expressed 

in the national strike that has evidenced the profound crisis shaking the 

country. The crisis of the peripheral and dependent capitalist that reaches 

all scales of society without exception, but particularly the immense 

majorities that bear upon their shoulders the main weight of inequality and 

social injustice. This popular rebellion, of course, is not a random result: it 

is the product of the collapse of the neoliberalism that turned inequality 

into a norm and imposed it appealing to the worst forms of the State’s 

oppressive violence. 

The signing of the final peace agreement between the Colombian State and 

the old insurgence of the FARC EP in 2016 has had as one of its positive 

political consequences the generation of a growing process of extension 

and massification of the citizens’ participation and the social protest, the 

huge student and indigenous mobilizations of recent years, the national 

strike of November 21, 2019, and the present national strike. These last 

two expressions of social struggle have become the most massive, genuine, 

combatant and unitary expressions of popular resistance in the last 

decades in Colombia. 

A civic, popular, and labor movement, scenario of the growing protest of 

citizens, young people, and inhabitants assumes a political nature when 

appearing as form of unarmed, democratic and mass resistance to the 

crude state violence. The social protest has received a war treatment. The 

military assistance imposed in Cali and later extended to eight departments 

and 13 mayor governorships of the southwest by decree 575 of 2021 is a 

tricky, non-declared state of exception, because there are no motifs of 

domestic commotion nor external war that justify it. 

The whole tactics of the regime in the violent treatment of the national 

popular strike responds to the perverse calculation of putting an end to a 

democratic change that may lead to the culmination of the final peace 

Agreement and the necessary reforms to face what we have called a 

national crisis in progress. The delay in ensuring guarantees to a 

negotiation with the social movement and the establishment of measures 

to comply with the most critical demands of society underlines the 

government’s intention to impose a status of commotion and continue 

altering the guarantees and rights of the population. The cry to defend the 

right to life and to the efficient solutions against hunger and 

unemployment in a context of acute sanitary emergence produced by the 

coronavirus pandemic and the collapse of the health system show the 

depth of the social, economic, cultural, moral, and political crisis that 

underlie the roots of the national situation. 

The people in movement have been wiser. The courage and popular rage 

have succeeded in spite of the tens of dead of public and semi-public origin, 

have succeeded in breaking the barriers of terror, have forced Duque’s 

government to withdraw the tributary reform as well as the purchase of 

war aircraft, also achieving the renounce of the Ministry of the Treasury 

Carrasquilla and of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic. In the 

same sense it has obliged the government to transitorily recognize the 

absence of registration fees for youngsters of the first, second, and third 
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social level who wish to enter the university, and to limitedly subsidize 

employment in small and medium enterprises for young people between 

18 and 28 years of age. In the same way, the citizens’ protest succeeded in 

making the Colombian government accept the visit of the Inter-American 

Human Rights Commission, previously refused by the president of the 

Republic and the minister of Foreign Affairs, all tangible results of the 

present struggle in spite of its limited character and the government’s 

stubborn negative to dialogue with respect and equality with the National 

Strike Committee. 

 

Never before has the international solidarity with the Colombian people 

transformed into an authentic material element that presses against the 

regime and the international organizations trying to favor a rapid political 

solution that will allow to put an end to the killing of citizens, former 

guerrilla fighters, and popular leaders; base of the political, continued, and 

extended political genocide that is characteristic of the dominant system 

of government in Colombia, whose extension has no other project than the 

destruction of all forms of democracy and, in addition, becomes a threat to 

regional peace in Latin America and the Caribbean. 

Indeed, the strong dependence of the political system from the permanent 

foreign policy of the United States of America, the most concrete 

expression of which has been the Plan Colombia, emphasizes the national 

nature of the crisis, also being a crisis of sovereignty. As well-known, the 

military forces of the United States occupy several bases in Colombia and 

armed detachments of this country such as the so-called Special Security 

Brigade (ASFAB, the English acronym) train and prepare the Colombian 

special forces for an eventual military intervention in Venezuela. The 

interruption of the institutional order through the state of commotion or a 

self-inflicted coup, which in this case are synonyms, may unleash 

superlative novelties that need not be disregarded. 

The need to find a democratic solution to this crisis is part of the immediate 

horizon as task requiring the widest participation of forces, a purpose that 

is contained in the perspective of the Historical Pact and in the role of the 

democratic forces participating in it. The vital commitment consists in 

joining forces, in bringing together accumulations, in widening the possible 

and indispensable coincidences to stop the project of Fascist inspiration 

that attempts to become eternal in the country’s direction. The block of 

alternative forces requires decision and success in the alternative, because 

a project of true democratic change also has the option to commit and 

include a social base deeply interested in the achievement of 

transformations in favor of equality, the surmounting of the crisis for 

collective benefit, and the full exercise of political freedom. 



 

Dear comrades of the World Peace Council; dear President SOCORRO 

GÓMEZ; comrade SILVIO PLATERO IROLA, Regional Coordinator for the 

Americas and the Caribbean; representatives of the peace movements 

participating in this Continental Meeting: on behalf of our School of Peace 

we send you our brotherly and warmest greetings. 

Colombia is going through a very complex and critical moment. 

The sanitary or public health crisis currently being undergone by our 

country and all world countries in the face of the pandemic declared last 

2020 shows the fragility of the health system and the scarce capacity of the 

Colombian government to handle adequately, timely, and efficiently all the 

requirements that not only derived from it, but aggravated.  

Colombia faces today, not only the tragedy of the high figure of infected 

and deceased on account of the SARS-CoV-2 virus, but a social and 

economic crisis that has led to a national strike that started last November 

21, 2019 against the reform of pensions, labor and education, and in favor 

of the fulfillment of the peace agreements. The strike began again on June 

19, 2020 (already in midst of the pandemic), continued through September 

21, 2020, and was called again as national strike on April 28, 2021. 

After 39 days of strike we see a high and disturbing number of mortal 

victims, of victims of sexual violation, victims of eye damage, of missing and 

arrested citizens, resulting from the excesses and abuse of authority 

perpetrated by the anti-disturbance squadron, ESMAD, the police, and the 

dark forces, and the militarization of 8 departments and 13 governorships 

by Decree 575 of May 28, 2021 of the Presidency of the Republic. 

The national government has focused on a discourse of hatred and 

stigmatization against the marches, and refuses to answer in a dialogue the 

requests justly demanded by the people through the national strike 

command. 

But we cannot forget that violence is a systematic process in Colombia, with 

the assassination of social leaders and defenders of human rights and 

signatories of the peace agreements. 

Nor can we forget the increase of poverty, which reached 42.5%, and of 

extreme poverty with 15.5% according to figures of the country’s 

Department of Statistics. 

As part of our commitment as peace organizations, Mopassol, headed by 

our comrade Paola Gallo, and the School of Peace we represent assume the 

task of creating a space of information and denounce with weekly forums 

that enable us to divulge our people’s daily struggle and advance in search 

of international solidarity. 

In these forums, which we started last May 7, only 10 days after the 

national strike had begun; we have had the presence and support of 

comrade William Reyes, directive of the executive committee of the state’s 

workers’ federation, who accompanies us with his weekly report.  

Among the guests we have had the participation of the indigenous minga, 

of trade union and social leaders, priests belonging to the Theology of 

Liberation, the president of the World Peace Council, Socorro Gomes; 

comrade Silvio Platero, from Cuba; comrade Juan Pablo Acosta, from the 

Dominican Republic; comrade Rolando Brito, from Mexico; and Gabriel 

Aguirre, from Venezuela, to whom we are thankful for having answered our 

call. 
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We have also had the presence of a comrade from the organization of 

victims of eye injuries in Chile; of young people in the front line and other 

guests who have been following with great commitment the development 

of these weekly spaces that provide us with updated information on this 

strike process, so important and historical for our country, told by its own 

actors, those who take the streets and stick their chests out in the daily 

marches and mobilizations. 

We call on all the movements present here to support us in our weekly 

activities by accompanying us and helping to divulge our work. 

It is important to highlight that we must make use of this work, which 

seems to have scarce visibility, as educational strategy to counteract the 

false and distorted information supplied by the media at the service of the 

country’s economic and political power, making the ordinary people 

remain ignorant of what is happening, how, and why. 

We are conscious of the relevance of this initiative, which we pretend to 

extend after the termination of this strike, and turn it into that School of 

Peace we have been trying to consolidate with the comrades of Mexico and 

Argentina, a task we have been forced to postpone for reasons beyond our 

will. 

We are working and will continue to work from this space, planning 

meetings with different social actors from our Latin America as strategy to 

consolidate the unity, acknowledging that our history unites us in our 

struggles, expectations, and dreams. 

As peace workers we express our most sincere rejection to the fascist and 

authoritarian policies of President Iván Duque and his clique, and we invite 

all peoples of the world to join us in the denounce and demand of justice, 

and to put an end to the massacre that shamefully bleeds our beloved 

country. 

We express our solidarity and rejection to the criminal blockade imposed 

by the government of the United States to our brotherly countries Cuba 

and Venezuela, and greet the brotherhood and unity of the peoples of our 

America. Together we are more. We shall continue to work with great 

commitment for a better world, and to struggle for the construction of a 

long-lasting peace. 

 

Thank you very much, comrades. 

  



  

 

On behalf of the Executive Committee of the U.S. Peace Council, we would 

like to thank MOVPAZ for initiating this timely gathering to discuss the 

ongoing and deepening crisis facing our region from not only the challenge 

of covid but the aggressive policies of the U.S. and its allies that threaten 

the sovereignty of nations and peaceful aspirations of peoples of the 

region.  

Before we make our contribution regarding a possible action plan for the 

region, we feel that it is imperative to share our understanding of U.S. 

policies in the region that will inform any plans that are developed.  

Two Points:  

1) It has already become abundantly clear that there will be no 

departure from the aggressive and destabilizing policies that 

characterized the U.S. relationship with Latin America and the 

Caribbean during the one-term of U.S. President Donald Trump. 

The Biden administration’s recognition of the fake presidency of 

Juan Guiado in Venezuela, support for the dictatorship in Haiti, 

silence on the deepening crisis in Colombia, enhancement of the 

U.S. Southern Command (SOUTHCOM) and militarization of the 

Caribbean; subversion against Nicaragua and continue attempts to 

isolate Cuba and failure to make meaningful moves to close 

Guantanamo prison – reflect the cold and calculated commitment 

on the part of the U.S. state and ruling class to operationalized its’ 

strategy of full spectrum dominance in our region.  

 

2) In response to these efforts on the part of the U.S. state, there is 

and has been an intensification of resistance on the part of the 

peoples and independent national states for peace, national 

sovereignty and “people(s)-centered Human rights that peace and 

anti-imperialist forces must help to amplify and support.  

Comrades, this is the context and terms of struggle that we find ourselves 

facing. We can have no illusions about the nature of the neoliberal interests 

that dominate the Biden administration and their commitment to the use 

of force violence as the more normalized ideological weapons at their 

disposal have lost its effectiveness. They have concluded as we must 

recognize also that parasitic imperialist domination of our region is 

impossible without the use of its core instrument of enforcement and 

control – state violence!  

It is this recognition that serves as foundation for our recommendation that 

to counter this objective need on the part of imperialism, we consider re-

centering the Proclamation issued at the 2nd Summit of the Community of 

Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC) in 2014 to making the 

America’s a “Zone of Peace.” This proclamation was ratified at the World 

Peace Council’s regional meetings of the Americas in Moca, Dominican 

Republic in 2018 and subsequent efforts to popularize it at the second 

international seminar on the “Realities and Challenges of the Proclamation 

of Latin America and the Caribbean as Zone of Peace,” and the 6th 

International Seminar for Peace and the Abolition of Foreign military Bases 

in 2019.  

We believe that the political and ideological work popularizing and creating 

the conditions for a zone of peace provides enormous potential for peace 

and anti-imperialist forces in the U.S. and throughout the region. Defining 
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and highlighting what a zone of peace would entail provides an opportunity 

to oppose  

a) U.S. and Israeli arms sales in the region,  

b) the failure to close Guantanamo,  

c) NATO and U.S. bases in Colombia, 

 d) sanctions and embargos as forms of state violence, 

 e) SOUTHCOM and U.S. and Israeli training of police forces.  

 

The Zone of Peace framing facilitates political work in solidarity with the 

peoples and struggles of nations and states in crosshairs of U.S. Imperialism 

in Cuba, Venezuela, Nicaragua, Haiti, and Colombia, as well as police 

militarization and domestic repression in the U.S.  

 

A bottom-up process for building for peace and regional autonomy holds 

enormous opportunities for our regional peace movement. We hope that 

we give this proposal serious consideration. U.S. Peace Council proposes 

the formation of a working group consisting of representatives of some 

countries of the region in coordination with MOVPAZ to advance this 

project. 

      

 

 

 

 

    Ajamu Baraka, United State Peace Prize, in 2019. 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

The desperate attempt by the Biden administration, to reassure the people 

of the  Americas (Caribbean Region included), that the millions of surplus 

vaccines that they have available ( in the case of the Astra Zeneca 60, 

million doses) ‘will not  be disbursed on the basis of those who  support  

the empire’, is a clear indication of the continued use of its ‘carrot and stick’ 

and divide and rule policy, in a region it considers as its ‘backyard’, which 

also reflects aspects of the disgraceful and rejected Monroe Doctrine. 

A region that has by the latest count, both the largest number of infection 

and deaths per capita (mainland USA included), which is also a painful and 

sad indictment against the most powerful economic and militarily empire 

in the history of human- kind, that while it boasts a 44% vaccination of its 

own population, the average for the other countries in the region is a mere 

2%. 

This vaccine inequity is a mere mirror of the root of the deeper systemic 

problems that plagues our region, where the empire has a stranglehold on 

our day to day existence and if you dare to resist as our sister nations and 

heroic people in the homeland of Fidel and Marti, of Bolivar and Chavez, of 

Sandino and Ortega continue to do, then the proverbial ‘fire and brimstone’ 

will be your lot. 

Its therefore not by chance that the unstoppable progress by our sister 

nation Cuba, in having 5 candidate vaccines at different stages of 

development to fight the pandemic, with the Soberna 2 and Abdala in the 

forefront of these efforts, there is a ‘news blackout’ by the Gobbels-like 

corporate media and whenever they choose to inform the public, it is with 

a ‘poisoned pen’.  

Equally, there is no word on Nicaragua, which currently has one the best 

records in the world regarding the containment of the pandemic and the 

Bolivarian Republic, whilst in the midst of titanic struggle against its 

asphyxiation by the empire and its surrogates, is standing up like a warrior. 

Our region which includes South America, Central America and the 

Caribbean, is the region where peace deteriorated most in 2020, according 

to the Global Peace Index 2020 report, with peacefulness expected to drop 

globally as a result of COVID-19 

 The index, an annual examination of peacefulness produced by the 

Institute of Economics and Peace, ranks 163 countries using 23 qualitative 

and quantitative indicators of peace in three domains, safety and security, 

ongoing conflict and militarization 

The index, an annual examination of peacefulness produced by domains: 

safety and security, on-going conflict, and militarization. The organization 

also produced a brief , examining the impact of coronavirus will have on 

peace, predicting that most indicators are likely to worsen  as the pandemic 

affects nearly all aspects of life. 

“The world lacks a credible approach to deal with this crisis,” the COVID-19 

analysis found. “The impact is likely to sharpen the focus on other socio-

economic factors that have been brewing, such as the growing inequality 

in wealth, deteriorating labour conditions in developed countries and 

increasing alienation with the political system.” 

In Jamaica we have had the concrete examples of this deterioration in the 

every-day life of our people, with one such instance being in our recently 

national elections held in 2020, where we witnessed the lowest voter turn-

out since Universal Adult Sufferage was granted in 1944, with a mere 37 % 
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of the electorate voting and the pro- US incumbent JLP-led government, 

receiving 21% of the votes. 

So what have we done since the last meeting; we have reached out to our 

sister countries in the region, in an attempt to broaden and strengthen our 

ties which is bearing fruit despite challenges. This is reflected in greater 

levels of collaboration, interaction and support for the various activities 

that they/ we are engaged in from time to time. 

Finally as a direct support for our sister country, revolutionary Cuba; we 

have begun a campaign alongside other arms of the solidarity movement 

in our country, a ‘1 million Syringe’ campaign as part of an international 

effort to assist in their national vaccination effort. 

Long live the forces for peace and a better life for the peoples. 

Long live the struggle against imperialism 

One Love and one struggle 

 

One Love and one struggle 

Jamaica Peace Council. 

¡Que viva la lucha contra el imperialismo! 

Un amor y una lucha. 

 

 

 

 

Dear comrades, colleagues and friends of the struggle for peace and 

international solidarity:  

On behalf of our organization, we wish to thank, in the first place, the 

Cuban Movement for Peace and Sovereignty of the Peoples, in its role of 

regional coordinator of the Americas and the Caribbean, for organizing this 

continental meeting of the different organizations that make up the World 

Peace Council. Likewise, we wish to thank each one of the representatives 

of the organizations present here that meet today in midst of the COVID-

19 pandemic. 

Undoubtedly, this meeting takes place when the peoples’ firm defense of 

their sovereignty, independence and self-determination becomes ever 

more acute, while the imperialist forces carry out sustained forms of 

aggression in all world latitudes that go from conventional wars and 

promotion of local conflicts to the enforcement of unilateral coercive 

measures, financial and commercial blockades, and all kinds of pressures. 

Despite the damage caused by the COVID-19 pandemic whose 

consequences have been devastating for some countries, militarism, the 

increase of military operations and expenditure in the world has not 

stopped. Only in 2020, this expenditure totaled 2 billion dollars, which 

represents an increase by 2.6% with regard to 2019. It is no surprise that 

the United States was the country that dedicated the greatest resources to 

global military expenses, investing almost 39% of the total amount. 

While this occurs, on the other hand we must add the high poverty rates 

produced by the pandemic. Only in 2020 and 2021, the number of persons 

who live in poverty will most surely rise to 150 million worldwide. This 
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crude reality shows us that, while the imperialist powers dedicate ample 

resources to ensure their control of the strategic resources, trade routes, 

new markets, and labor force, there is a rise in the indicators that deepen 

the inequalities and establish a widespread framework of social injustice. 

The pandemic has proved that it did not represent great changes in the 

world power structure or in the development of human relations. In spite 

of the numerous calls of peace, social, and human rights organizations, and 

even of some speakers of the United Nations, imperialism maintained 

unchanged its domination and physical violence scaling plans against all 

those peoples that sovereignly decide to construct a future of peace with 

social justice. 

The situation of our continent is not much different from that of the other 

peoples. We are in constant struggle against a common enemy of peace. 

The price to share a geographical area with the main imperialist power 

intensifies and worsens the consequences of resisting such aggressions. As 

to the war element, the military bases in the continent continue carrying 

out their operations and increasing their logistic capacities with each 

passing day, together with the increase of the military presence in the 

continent, particularly of the South Commando and the Fourth Fleet. We 

must add to it the reinforcement of paramilitary and mercenary groups 

that, in the case of Venezuela have played a very active role in operations 

to fulfill successfully the plans to control the strategic resources 

concentrated in that country. 

Dear comrades: 

Venezuela continues under the aggressions and hostile actions of the US 

and European imperialism. The offensive against the country has become 

part of a multilateral and multiform development in the political field. The 

policy of international isolation of the country continues ahead, pretending 

to employ the different multilateral mechanisms and organizations, the 

OAS (of which Venezuela is not a part) being one of the instruments that 

have served such purpose. 

In this regard, we must recall the effort promoted by Washington since 

2019 using some satellite governments in the region to obtain international 

recognition to an illegitimate government, creating a very negative 

precedent for the world and violating any basic principle of International 

Law. Today that grotesque interventionist and meddling action has 

weakened, and each day there are less governments that recognize the 

illegitimacy of the conceited and unreal administration they pretended to 

impose on Venezuela. 

As part of the aggression plan against the country, in 2020 there were at 

least two operations headed by mercenary forces prepared in Colombian 

territory, with participation of former dissident Venezuelan military. Their 

central purpose was to enter the territory in order to promote violent 

actions and destabilization, aiming at putting a puppet government at the 

head of the nation that would serve the interests of the Yankee 

imperialism. 

It is evident that these plans involving mercenary forces continue 

developing. Daily operations commanded by irregular groups in the 

country and its borders receive promotion and financing from the US 

imperialism, with the sole purpose of plunging the country into an 

unstoppable spiral of violence to reinforce the international trend of 

opinion about the alleged violation of human rights and justify with it any 

kind of military intervention of our nation.  



We must add to this the reinforcement of the US military presence in the 

Caribbean. The number of special troops of the US army in Colombia 

continues to increase, as well as the patrolling of US navy ships in our coasts 

under the false argument of the struggle against drug traffic. We denounce 

that this is part of a maneuver to maintain the military siege against the 

country, and with it create conditions to enable an ever more numerous 

presence of NATO forces in the continent. 

Constant efforts keep going on to promote conflicts with the countries with 

which we share borders, in this case with Guyana and the dispute on the 

Esequibo territory, a territory rich in natural resources where US oil 

corporations are currently present with great interest in appropriating 

them. At COSI we keep insisting on the need of a solution that will favor the 

interests of both peoples, close doors to a war between brother countries, 

and prevent the imperialist pillaging plans of said territory to take place. 

A similar situation exists in the borders shared with Colombia, where in 

recent months a group of irregular events has taken place committing 

Venezuela’s territorial sovereignty. This situation demands the maximum 

effort of the national defense against the actions of the military and 

paramilitary forces commanded by Iván Duque’s government. 

Together with the increase of the political, military, and diplomatic 

aggressions, the US and European imperialisms have not renounced to 

extend the war against the war by other means, employing unilateral 

coercive measures. Sin 2014 they have been imposing an economic, 

commercial, and financial blockade, systematically violating the rights of 

the Venezuelan people and causing the death of nearly 40,000 people. This 

figure rises with each passing day: three children died this month waiting 

for a medulla implant, a high cost operation that the Venezuelan doctors 

are not able to perform due to the criminal sanctions imposed upon the 

country. 

In turn, as an international effort of the organizations that are solidary with 

Venezuela, this month of June the COSI will develop the project entitled 

“Life-saving Suitcases”, which consists of collecting pharmaceuticals for 

children with cancer that will be distributed in supportive and humanitarian 

form among the country’s hospitals.  

He have insisted in pointing out that the sanctions have become the new 

forms of intervention and aggression against the peoples. In the particular 

case of Venezuela, the enforcement of these illegal measures has produced 

suffering among the population, because their aim has been to strangle the 

core of the economy, and this has resulted in restricting the State’s capacity 

to comply with the different needs of the country’s economic and social 

development. 

The impact of these criminal measures has affected mainly the most 

vulnerable sectors, whose situation could be different with the liberation 

of the nearly 130,000 million dollars the Republic has lost as consequence 

of the enforcement of these sanctions. At COSI we keep pursuing a 

sustained effort, together with the national and international organizations 

in demanding the unconditional lifting of said sanctions, and the assurance 

that never more will any people of the world be their victim. 

From our organization, we wish to confirm that the Venezuelan people is 

waging a sustained struggle to construct a better, independent future that 

will resist the imperialist aggression and defend in unyielding form our 

inalienable right to self-determination. Last April 19 was and will be a date 

of great significance for our people. For that reason, we wish to express 



publicly our thankfulness to the World Peace Council and the participating 

organizations for confirming their solidarity with our people. 

We Venezuelans continue to stand on our feet, and that is due to world 

solidarity. That is why our commitment in this struggle is to win despite the 

adversities and complex circumstances. We will continue to reject the 

imperialist war, and to mobilize in favor of the economic and social rights 

of the peoples of the world and of the construction of a true peace with 

social justice. 

 

Resist and conquer power with the peoples! 

Long live peace! 

Long live solidarity! 

Long live the World Peace Council! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Warm greetings and huge thankfulness from Uruguay for the invitation to 

this Movement in favor of peace. 

Peace has been blemished in Uruguay. More than 50/60 people die daily in 

this country of less than three and a half million inhabitants as the result of 

the combination of the pandemic with the greatest irresponsibility a 

government has ever had in its history and as part of a world economic 

crisis prior to the pandemic, but sharpened by it. It is very sad to witness 

the destruction of a country in a little less than a year. 

It is true that responsibilities are collective here. As popular and leftist 

forces, we assume the responsibility of having lost the government in the 

elections of 2019. It is true that the media, the capital and the right worked 

with that purpose, but it is also true that our forces were not sufficient. 

I mentioned that in the popular forces we can assume the responsibility for 

the defeat in 2019 for a minimum number of votes, since history would 

have been a different one. But the present government has to assume 

responsibility for the thousands of deaths that could have been avoided if 

they hadn’t turned us into the country with the highest figure of deaths and 

infected with Covid-19 per million inhabitants in the world. It has to assume 

the responsibility because it received every warning from the scientific 

community, which since December and for limited time have urged to 

reduce mobility and to support the people in order to make it possible. Our 

former president Pepe Mujica said literally: “Science did not fail; science 

warned and asked. Politics has failed.” And added: “We needed a social 

response” and did not have it. 

      By: Gabriela Cultelli    

      Operative Secretariat of the Network of     

      Intellectuals and Artists in Defense of Humankind,     

     Uruguay 



How can it be that a country with less than 250 deaths caused by Covid-19 

last December and at the beginning of the pandemic today has a load of 

death and pain? How is it possible that a country with one of the lowest 

mother mortality rates in Latin America today cries for pregnant women 

dead from Covid-19 and many others infected lying in hospitals, several of 

them in intensive care or serious cases? Last November they refused a 

vaccine offer, and if the vaccination had started in December or January, 

the situation would be very different because of our low population. 

As I said before, we are all responsible for not winning, because in the 15 

years of progressive government we were also responsible for the lowest 

infant mortality rates in history, when in this continent only Cuba excelled 

us in health indicators, for instance. We were responsible in the first 13 

years for reducing poverty to one third, and of practically exterminating 

extreme poverty. In only one year this neoliberal government produced 

100 000 new poor. “They are a machine to make poor people”, our former 

president, the late Tabaré Vázquez once told them. 

Fiscal adjustment policies is what we have today, and evidence of it is the 

national budget approved last year with cuts in social policies investment, 

as usual under neoliberal conditions. True reduction of salaries, be it 

because of price increases or adjustments to lower salaries. A law for 

Urgent Consideration with approximately 500 articles and almost no 

debate. None of its articles refer to the sanitary emergence and therefore 

it contains no “urgencies”;  it establishes several of the basic milestones of 

neoliberalism such as privatizations, the increase of repression in the near 

future with figures like “criminal appearance’, and the limitation or 

prohibition of pickets and other popular forms, opening the umbrella even 

before it rains. At this point, we have almost completed the collection of 

signatures among the population to enable a popular consultation that will 

annul the most unpopular 135 articles of this law. 

Uruguay’s president is Mr. Lacalle Pou (double last name, one of lineage), 

who no longer convokes press conferences as often as he used to at the 

beginning of his term. “It seems like a government managed by an 

advertising agency”, Mujica used to say. Nevertheless, in spite of the total 

failure of his policies, the president stubbornly continues to hold on to the 

doctrine of “responsible freedom”. In a scenario in which poverty increases 

and the city walls (alluding to soup kitchens) sing “kitchens present, 

government absent” the people have become solidary with the soup 

kitchens aimed at reducing the hunger of the less favored. He holds on to 

that idea when many people are being evicted because they cannot pay for 

their homes, when gender violence increases while that gentleman Lacalle 

calls them “collateral effects”, and when more work posts were eliminated 

in only one year, 2020, than in the entire past five-year period and continue 

to be reduced today in this scenario. 

The reason is not that the economy was a priority in the face of the 

pandemic, because the economy also survived and the last 15 years this 

country evidenced it can be a different one. He prioritized the “malla oro” 

as he called them. That is what he said when his opinion was requested 

about taxing those that have most, last year’s increased patrimony, and the 

capitalist sectors favored by this situation, as he called them. For our case, 

I refer to the agricultural exporting center, which has been continuously 

growing for the last 10 months while the rural worker is the one most 

damaged by the salary reduction. 

Under these conditions, it is difficult to speak about a peace lacerated by a 

government that went ahead to salute Israel when the barbarian attacks to 



Palestine took place, accusing Hamas of those attacks. What peace can the 

governing rightist forces talk about when they made no allusion to the 

crimes of the Colombian government? Or when it recognized Añez’s put 

schist government in Bolivia when they invited her to his coming into office. 

But we know that, in one way or the other, this people has the right to live 

in peace again; that is why today, more than ever, let us speak of peace. 

 “To triumph in life is not to win; it is to stand up and start again”, says 

Mujica, and here we are organizing, reorganizing. For example, this people 

always acted as a solidary people. Solidary with the Cuban revolution, 

solidary with the peoples’ processes. Today, and in midst of the difficulties, 

it not only allows us to participate as network of intellectuals, as artists in 

defense of humankind in the social network –wisely promoted by the 

popular movement by unifying struggles –, but we are also uniting around 

the antimperialist solidarity with Cuba and the peoples of the 

worldprecisely with the sole Workers’ Union, the PIT-CNT, FUCVAM 

(Uruguay Federation of Mutual Aid Housing Cooperatives), the Coordinator 

in support of the Cuban Revolution, AMELAM, REDH, EconomiaPolitica.uy, 

Frente Amplio, and several other organizations in this task of peace and 

international solidarity 

Thanking you again for the invitation, I now assume the task of 

coordinating, both with the Red Hand with the Antimperialist Uruguayan 

Committee of Solidarity with Cuba and the Peoples of the World, joint 

activities that we consider feasible in this urgent and immediate task of 

constructing peace, as well as with other national organizations of which I 

am part. 

Thank you from Uruguay, brothers and sisters.  

 

Available:https://cubaporlapaz.wordpress.com/2021/06/29/plan-de-

accion-encuentro-continental-de-los-movimientos-de-paz-de-america-

caribe-del-cmp/  
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