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Dear readers: 

On the occasion of celebrating each February 23 the International Ac-

tion Day against the United States and NATO Military Bases Abroad, 

the Cuban Movement for Peace and Sovereignty of the Peoples, together 

with other organizations from the Latin American and Caribbean re-

gion, convoked to the online meeting “The Military Bases in Latin Amer-

ica”, a space of denounce and debate. 

With the same purpose, the World Peace Council and the Coalition 

against US Military Bases Abroad celebrated an international confer-

ence with representatives from the five continents. 

We now submit to you a selection of the presentations made in both 

events, hoping that they will be of interest to you. 

EDITORIAL COUNCIL 



“A change must take place, and to achieve it, the biggest target is precisely 
Peace, and Peace is reached with sovereignty.” 

As already said by the comrades, I am here to exchange ideas with you about what happened in Cuba 

and keeps happening in the entire continent. The attempt to plunder. In Colombia, with the military 

bases and the government totally submitted to the empire, and, as unfortunately occurs in my father-

land, with a government that is also submitted to the United States, particularly to the policies of the 

Trump administration that just ended its term but left all its evil behind. Its objective has been to des-

troy many of the advances conquered by the resistance. The attempt to siege the countries also remains. 

For example, right now Argentina denounces the possible existence of a submarine with nuclear pro-

pulsion in the region that keeps watch over that country together with the British Empire. Cuba also, it 

lives the way it lives. The Guantánamo territory, which the empire has transformed into a base for tor-

ture that brings shame and enrages all humankind. But the United States imperialism remains during 

all these decades waging a war against Cuba and its people that today we call “hybrid war”, but which 

has always been many-sided: a diplomatic war, terrorism, the media war and the policy of siege, see-

king to destroy the independence of a people. It is even more terrible when we realize that it is a coun-

try of 11 million inhabitants, besieged by the most powerful empire that seeks to oppress in the way 

Trump did until the last moment of his term, rescuing Title III of the Helms-Burton Law, its most cruel 

chapter, and even including Cuba in its thorny list of sponsors of terrorism. It has to be denounced that 

the true expression of terrorism is its base in Guantánamo, the greatest expression of terrorism is what 

the United States does in Venezuela, to overthrow a government in its attempt to ensure its hegemony 

and because of the oil. 

And in Brazil, unfortunately, the new-old government, because it represents the anachronistic forces, 

ultra outdated from the point of view of the longings of humankind, the Bolsonaro administration, tota-

lly submitted to the United States, continues to be a government that annulled Brazil’s entire commit- 

By: Socorro Gomes  

President of the World Peace Council  

This is an important, historical, and necessary moment, and I must say that also one full of hope. We 

meet to share our indignation, our memory of events of great importance that have an echo until today 

in our lives and in the lives of the peoples. Starting with the agreement from 1903, the annexation of 

the Cuban territory of Guantánamo through the meddling of the newly born imperialism of the United 

States, although it had a submitted local oligarchy in power. For us at the World Peace Council and for 

the peace movement throughout the world, this date should never be forgotten. 

 

The objectives of those days naturally continue to exist today. There was a struggle, the Cuban people 

resisted and fought for its freedom and independence, creating a new State that did not accept the an-

nexation of its territory. Therefore, this is a permanent violation of the national sovereignty of Cuba. 

That is why we at the WPC and in the entire world feel in brotherhood with the Cuban people and Mo-

vPaz. That is why we are here, with our militant witness testimony and solidarity. 
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ment to International Law, to integration, cooperation and peace among the peoples. And to make it 

worse, it disregarded the determination of CELAC to build a Peace Zone here, a region committed with 

peace and cooperation. 

Of course it is a difficult moment for us and for all peace loving forces in the world. Trump was rejected 

by the people when he left and that is very important, but it does not mean that we are closer to Peace. 

Because unfortunately in the United States, up to this date, from the point of view of politics with re-

gard to the peoples of the world, it makes little difference whether the president is Republican or De-

mocrat. They both pursue a hegemonic policy. Joe Biden himself says that the United States is now at 

the end of the table. He seeks to lead. To lead the world in favor of his interests. Of course, we un-

derstand that it is possible to build channels of peace. The first measure will be to cease the blockade 

against Cuba, to show that the new moment in the United States is one of dialogue. Because what evil is 

done to the world by Cuba? It is exactly the opposite. In full midst of the pandemic Cuba offers solida-

rity in all continents of the world. It offers what it has, health and education; it offers and defends soli-

darity and the understanding of the world and of life; the understanding of the fact that only coopera-

tion can save us from a pandemic, from having humankind destroyed by the interests of a few powers. 

In this regard it is very important for the WPC to also have a platform of denounce of militarization, 

because even in times of pandemics the militarization grows, and also the contributions to war, whether 

from NATO or from the United States. 

That is why it is necessary to vigorously denounce, and the Latin American and Caribbean continent are 

preparing for it. As well said by comrade and brother Silvio Platero, from MovPaz, “we have to prepare  

Socorro Gomes, virtual meeting February 23, 2021 
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ourselves bearing in mind this ignominious date that must be denounced and opposed, in the struggle  

to dismantle and put an end to the base of tortures on Cuban territory, and for the return of the terri-

tory to its owners, to the Cuban sovereignty. In addition to it, in this continent we cannot accept mili-

tary bases of foreign countries. 

Answering the comrade who asked about the base in Alcántara: this issue had stopped with the Lula 

administration. The neo-liberal government of Fernando Henrique Cardoso was negotiating an agree-

ment to allow the United States to use the base and Brazil could not use it with other partners, only if 

the US allowed it. Therefore an invasion of our sovereignty and in an important technology. Now even 

more, with this issue of the so-called spatial combatants the Alcántara base is important from the point 

of view of espionage and more because of the threats against the peoples. That is why it is necessary to 

prepare ourselves to denounce the military bases that surround us, but also for the fight, comrades, 

because I think that what is approaching, not just in our continent but with the siege, the stimulation, 

the urge to create chaos in China, in other continents and in ours, is very visible. That happened in 

Ecuador, in Honduras, in Nicaragua, and that is the case in Venezuela, in Brazil, where they overthrew 

the president, and in Cuba, with the siege. 

That is why I wish to convey the solidarity of the World Peace Council and ask permission to bring the 

solidarity of CEBRAPAZ, which asked me to, with the fighters of MovPaz, for holding this meeting. We 

must draw up a schedule for these meetings and other wider ones, to reach the people in our countries 

with this denounce. It is true that the moment is a difficult one; with the absence of live meetings we 

are very limited. But it is necessary that at this point we denounce what the power of the empire 

means, which brings no good at all. In times of pandemic, when humankind must struggle for the phy-

sical survival, the powers restrict the vaccines and protection, control over 80% of the vaccines and 

close the doors to the poorest countries and to those with no conditions to access. Once more the coun-

tries with progressive governments show that the road is that of cooperation. We watch Cuba, with se-

veral vaccines, Sovereign I and II, offering them to the world; China with the CoronaVac, the Sputnik 

vaccine, and others. 

It is necessary to denounce and affirm that a change is necessary, because when the pandemic is over 

we cannot return to the same. A change must take place, and to achieve it, the biggest target is preci-

sely Peace, and Peace is reached with sovereignty. That is why we cannot accept that a powerful nation 

besiege, block the possibilities of life of countries and peoples, as happens with Venezuela, seeking to 

exterminate the people with chaos, misery, lack of health, to overthrow a government and set up anot-

her one that is submitted. 

Therefore, this meeting is very important as organization of a battle, but also as memory, our manifes-

to as WPC and my own personal one. Here we have movements in defense and solidarity with Vene-

zuela and with the struggle of the Cuban people, which continues to resist. But from the point of view 

of health, the difficulties grow. We are in risk of following the example of the United States also in that 

regard, unfortunately, with a dreadful number of deaths. The government paid little attention to 

health, to investments in health, and for this year it has reduced even more the sum destined to fight 

the pandemic. That is why the struggle against the militarization and in favor of life grows in impor-

tance for the peace fighters.  

I just wanted to share those ideas and feelings, and once more thank for this opportunity to exchange. 

CEBRAPAZ also proposes a meeting in order to further debate this situation, so that the people of our 

countries may have the best possible knowledge, which is a minimum at this moment, of what is hap-

pening and the possibilities of the struggle. Because imperialism threatens, but does not win against 

the conscious, organized, fighting people. Let us see what happened in Ecuador, in Bolivia, in several 

countries where the people are in the front line. What the empire said, that this was the end of a cycle, 

that the road to progress had been defeated is not in the least true. It is part of the struggle of the peo-

ples against imperialism. 

Thank you very much for the opportunity to express myself, comrades. Best greetings to everyone. 4 



The Cuban Movement for Peace and Sovereignty of the Peoples thanks the World Peace Council and 
the United States Coalition against Foreign Military Bases for the invitation to take part in this 
online conference, on the occasion last February 23 of the International Action Day against the 
Military Bases of the United States and NATO, declared at the First International Conference 
against the Military Bases of the United States and NATO held in Dublin, Ireland, in November, 
2018. 

The bases or military enclaves – the term they currently use – are a permanent threat to world 
peace, to the sovereignty and to the self-determination of the peoples, and it is from there that 
continuous acts of harassment and military aggressions are promoted against those governments 
that do not yield to the demands of the U.S. administrations.  

For Cuba this date has a historical significance: it marks 118 years of the illegal occupation of the 
Guantánamo Naval Base, the oldest military enclave of the United States beyond its frontiers and 
the only one that exists against the will of the country where it is located and of its people. 

The Naval Station in Guantánamo Bay was established in 1898, when the United States militarily 
occupied the island following the defeat of Spain in the Spanish-American War. The Agreement for 
the Lease of Coal and Naval Stations between the Government of the United States and the 
Government of Cuba was signed on February 23, 1903, in circumstances in which the island had 
practically no independence after the imposition of the Platt Amendment, passed by the Congress of 
the United States. 

 

By: Zelmys Domínguez   

Ambassador of Cuba in Greece 
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Since the triumph of the Revolution in 1959, Cuba has not accepted the imposition of this treaty, de-

manding in all multilateral forums the return of the illegally occupied territory, which has been a per-

manent center for threats, provocations, and violation of our sovereignty. 

The presence of this base impacts on the local socio-economic development, since it prevents the 

adequate exploitation of all its natural resources and the studies of ecosystems in land and marine zo-

nes located in the bordering zone. Also, the constructions in that military zone hinder the draining of 

the basin formed by the rivers Guantánamo and Guaso. 

Since the events of September 11, 2001, this Naval Base was turned into a prison for the alleged terro-

rists. The United States have used it for illegal purposes as CONCENTRATION camp, prison, and a 

place for tortures, humiliation and discrimination. With these actions they violate the most elementary 

rights of the human species, the right to life and human dignity, as well as the civil and political rights 

because the prisoners do not have access to justice and are arbitrarily sentenced without trial to unli-

mited prison terms and inconceivable tortures in full 21st century, abusing of the modern doctrine of 

the Enemy’s Penal Law. 

They do not respect the International Humanitarian Law, which in Agreement III protects war priso-

ners. Logically, the Empire does not recognize them as war prisoners in order to prevent them from 

receiving the rights established in the Agreement, and instead illegally calls them ILLEGAL COMBA-

TANTS, a term that is not recognized by the International Humanitarian Law. 

For that reason and until the occupied territory is not returned to Cuba, the Cuban Movement for Pea-

ce and Sovereignty of the Peoples, together with the World Peace Council and other organizations will 

continue organizing the International Seminar for Peace and the Abolition of Foreign Military Bases 

every two years in the province of Guantánamo. This forum has become a space of denounce and world 

condemnation against imperialism. 

Comrades: 

In these difficult times when humankind has been waging a constant fight against the consequences of 

COVID 19, the U.S. imperialism has not ceased its attacks, with the consequence of damaging the con-

trol and containment of the pandemic. 

Latin America and the Caribbean are considered by the United States to be their backyard; that is why 

we reiterate the need to fulfill the postulates of the Proclaim of Latin America and the Caribbean as 

Zone of Peace approved at the Second Summit of the Community of Latin American and Caribbean 

States (CELAC) in January, 2014. 

Cuba will not cease in its struggle for the return of the territory occupied by the Guantánamo Naval 

Base, nor will it cease to demand the lifting of the criminal economic, commercial, and financial blo-

ckade imposed upon our country more than 60 years ago, which affects the economic and social deve-

lopment of our people. 

We convoke you to continue performing actions against the expansion of military bases throughout the 

planet, from which the empire launches its aggressions and has maintained its active threat against the 

peoples. 

There is no better way to end this conference than to recall the world of Commander Fidel Castro on 

July 26, 1962: 

“The U.S. Naval Base in Guantánamo Bay is a dagger stuck in the heart of the Cuban land… … a base 
we will not take away from them using force, but a piece of land to which we will never renounce.” 
 
Thank you. 
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By: Gabriel Aguirre  

General Secretary of COSI  

 

"The history of the struggle of 
the Latin American peoples is 
directly connected to the strug-
gle for peace in the region.” 

The Committee for International Solidarity and Struggle for Peace wishes to thank, in the first pla-

ce, all the organizations participating in this important space, emerged from the common interest 

of our organizations to divulge a theme that has been vital in recent times in order to understand 

the perspectives of the struggle for world Peace. 

The United Nations Charter, in its first article on the principles and purposes, refers to the need of 

maintaining Peace, as well as of eliminating all the threats to it. Perhaps these two aspects sum-

marize in a simple way the objectives that every collective effort of the peace-loving organizations, 

movements and live forces should pursue. 

In spite of the fact that this noble purpose was accepted by all the nations that are part of the sys-

tem of the United Nations, only a very reduced number of them works in that direction. For this 

reason, the debates on the presence of foreign military bases in different parts of the world and in 

Latin America are a clear example of the repeated violation by imperialist powers such as the Uni-

ted States and the European Union of this purpose on which a part of humankind focuses its 

struggles. 

The history of the struggle of the Latin American peoples is directly connected to the struggle for 

peace in the region. The hegemonic dominion exerted by the United States’ imperialism has an-

chored its military positioning through the establishment of military bases that have served as 

operational centers for the execution of diverse actions to ensure the geopolitical control of the 

resources and reinforcement of the domination mechanisms.  
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There have been public statements of the top chiefs of the Southern Commando, who have said 

that, “in terms of geographical proximity, trade, immigration, and culture, no other 

part of the world affects more the daily life of the United States than Central Ameri-

ca, South America and the Caribbean.” This assertion only evidences that the Latin Ameri-

can continent continues to be of vital importance for the imperialist power, and therefore the ten-

dency is to reinforce and extend the military bases in the continent. 

Venezuela is surrounded by at least 34 bases, the majority of them based in the Caribbean and on 

Colombian territory, which are strategic military zones assuming they are located in focal points of 

the country’s frontiers. These bases are a clear threat since they are under the orders of the Sout-

hern Command and act as a joint force with the presence of the Fourth Fleet. 

 

Today, one hundred US and NATO military ba-

ses exist in Latin America, each one of them 

with specific tasks that range from the provision 

of natural resources and operations of the cor-

porations and monopolies that make up the im-

perialist system, to centers of espionage and in-

telligence to promote destabilizing plans that 

ensure them political control in the region.  
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Last March, the U.S. General Attorney, in a clear violation of International Law, included several re-
presentatives of the Venezuelan government, among them the president of the Republic, in the list of 
drug dealers, and in the best old Western style offered a reward for their capture. This event was a new 
excuse to invigorate the military presence near the country’s coasts and borders, incorporating the pre-
sence of destroyers, combat ships and aircraft, as well as ships for the use of radars.  

Added to the dangerous and threatening presence of these forces in the Caribbean Sea, the Colombian 
State, which was incorporated as global partner of NATO, continues developing collaborative actions 
with these forces in the military field. While this video conference is taking place, the US and Colom-
bian armies are carrying out joint military drills in an initiative called Passex 2021, the main objective 
of which is to ensure the joint operational capacity of both armies in the face of future common actions 
whose central element is the plan of aggressions against Venezuela. 

From COSI we have made and will continue to make countless denounces on the need to eliminate all 
military bases abroad, as well as the call to the topmost mobilization of the peace forces in the world 
and in the continent to reject the grotesque aggression against the peoples who raise the banners in 
defense of the sovereignty. 

We convoke to multiply the efforts to make this 23rd of February, as declared by the World Peace 
Council, the international day of struggle against the military bases abroad. Today more than ever the 
manifesto issued at the Congress of Partisans for Peace in 1949 is in full force. The United States conti-
nues to be the main promoter of wars in the world, and the military bases are their favorite weapon to 
bring suffering to the peoples; that is why we must maintain an active mobilization and permanent de-
nounce. Only so will we be able to construct a world of Peace, solidarity and social justice. 

 

Long live the peoples that struggle for Peace! 

 

Gabriel Aguirre, General Secretary of COSI    



“America is Back” - Joe Biden’s US foreign policy 

US President Biden bellicosely proclaimed, “American is back,” in his major foreign policy priorities 
speech at the Munich Security Conference on February 19. Repeated twice for effect, Biden signaled 
the end of the Trump interregnum.  

No more assuring words could have been uttered for former US defense secretary under George W. 
Bush, Colin Powell, and the 70 odd Republican national security officials, who wrote an open letter 
endorsing Biden out of fear that Trump would upset the bipartisan foreign policy consensus of regime 
change, forever wars, and the NATO alliance. Republican neo-cons now find shelter in the Democrat’s 
big tent, today’s party of war.  

Regardless of the changing of the guard in Washington, the imperial goal of the “full spectrum domi-
nance” endures from one administration to the next. The global network of 800-1000 foreign military 
bases will not be shuttered. The fact that the US can with impunity punish a third of humanity (39 na-
tions) with illegal unilateral coercive measures is a measure of its hegemonic standing. These sanc-
tions are a form of “hybrid warfare,” just as deadly as outright war. However, Biden is reviewing the 
policy considering the COVID-19 pandemic.  

The new Secretary of State Antony Blinken asserted that his policies would follow his predecessor, but 
will “more effectively target” official enemies such as Venezuela and will double down on Russia. Fo-
llowing Trump and contra Obama, who in 2011 declined to prosecute Julian Assange on the grounds 
of freedom of the press, Biden is appealing to the UK High Court to extradite the journalist.  

The new US president promises a greater reliance on multilateral diplomacy and international coope-

rative agreements to achieve US imperial goals. Biden pledged to remain in the World Health Organi-

zation and to return to the Paris Climate Agreement, although compliance with the latter is voluntary 

and Biden defends fracking. After Trump withdraw the US from the United Nations Human Rights 

Council in Geneva three years ago, the US will reengage as an observer. And Trump’s “Muslim ban” 

was reversed in Biden’s first day in office.  

“We’re at an inflection point” - crises of legitimacy of the neoliberal world order 

Biden warned, in his foreign policy priorities speech, about “competition among countries that 

threaten to divide the world” caused by “shifting global dynamics.” The threat to “divide the world” 

that concerns the US president is precisely any deviation from US domination. Biden was referring to 

the emergence of potential rival powers; China being the most prominent. His warning affirms and 

extends Trump’s 2017 National Security Strategy doctrine of “great-power competition” and swings 

away from Obama’s earlier and subsequently abandoned conception of “international interdependen-

ce.” 

Biden’s “shifting global dynamics” are what Obama’s Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel referred to as 

“challenging the world order that American leadership helped build after World War II.” In other 

words, the world’s sole superpower is averse to an emerging multipolar world.  

Biden’s speech concluded, “We’re at an inflection point” caused by “new crises.” While not identified 

by Biden, this is implicit recognition of the impending crisis of legitimacy of the neoliberal world or-

der. The US is the main beneficiary, proponent, and enforcer of the international neoliberal order, 

which increasingly is seen as failing to meet people’s needs. 
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By: Roger D. Harris 

Member of the Executive Committee of US Peace Council 



Class disparities during an economic recession are ever more evident in the US and internationally. 

Here in the US, billionaires added $4 trillion to their net worth since the onset of the pandemic.  

Return to Atlanticism and NATO expansion 

While still president, Trump spoke against the US as world gendarme:  

“The plan is to get out of endless wars to bring our soldiers back home, not be policing agents all     

   over the world.” 

For a variety of reasons, Trump’s iconoclastic words never found their way into policy. And, certainly, 

Biden’s speech writers will never give him similar words to read.  

Rather, Biden said in his foreign policy speech that the US is “fully committed to our NATO Alliance” 

and “welcome[s] Europe’s growing investment in the military capabilities.” The mission in Iraq will be 

expanded and more US troops will be sent to Germany.  

Biden justifies the NATO military encirclement of Russia, with intimations that Ukraine and Georgia 

may eventually join, by “the threat from Russia,” when Russian reactions to staging hostile war games 

and nuclear capable facilities on its border are plausibly defensive. Meanwhile the US-led military 

alliance has long since broken loose from its Atlantic-centric borders with NATO Partners Across the 

Globe extending to Afghanistan, Australia, Colombia, Iraq, Japan, Republic of Korea, Mongolia, New 

Zealand, and Pakistan.  

Africa and the Middle East  

The new administration will expand US military presence in Africa through its Africa Command 

(AFRICOM), which in 2019 deployed Special Forces in 22 countries and was in active combat in at 

least thirteen of them. The largest ever US military exercise in Africa, African Lions 21, is scheduled for 

this June with “partner nations.”  

Biden’s State Department approved a $200M arms sale to Egypt headed by the man Trump called his 

“favorite dictator.” The US is and continues to be the world’s largest purveyor of military equipment, 

eclipsing the combined sales of the next four highest war profiteers. 

Oil and gas are strategic resources, and their international flows are key factors for imperial control. 

Not coincidentally, the few small states that have tried to the resist the US – namely Venezuela, Ecua-

dor, Bolivia, Syria, Iraq, and Libya – all are producers. Absent oil and gas sales, 60% of its GDP, Russia 

would be a minor economy.  

For the Middle East, the development of the US to a net oil exporter transformed the oil-rich Gulf mo-

narchies into potential competitors. Trump extended the US’s “special relationship” in the Middle East 

with Israel and Saudi Arabia; Biden continues this trajectory. Trump’s provocative move of the US em-

bassy to Jerusalem will not be reversed by Biden, nor will Palestinian rights be recognized  
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Ignoring nuclear-armed Israel, the Biden team continues the US’s obsession with Iran’s nuclear pro-

gram. However, Biden has committed to renegotiate “a better deal” regarding Iran after Trump 

withdrew from the JCPOA.  

Biden announced that the US will no longer support “offensive operations” in the Saudi-led war on Ye-

men, a human rights catastrophe. It remains to be seen what continuing “defensive” lethal aid to the 

Saudis entails. The Saudis have the world’s fifth largest military, costing an astronomical 8% of their 

GDP. Some US military sales to Saudi Arabia and the UAE have been temporarily suspended. In res-

ponse, the CEO of military merchant Raytheon commented: “Peace is not going to break out in the 

Middle East anytime soon.” He should know, as Biden’s defense secretary formerly sat on his board of 

directors.  

“America’s backyard” – 21st century Monroe Doctrine 

Treatment of Latin America and the Caribbean as the US’s proprietary backyard, under the 1823 Mon-

roe Doctrine, is being challenged by a rising “pink tide”:  recent leftist electoral wins in Mexico, Argen-

tina, and Bolivia and a possibility in Ecuador in April; popular uprisings in Argentina, Haiti, and el-

sewhere; and the continued resistance of Venezuela, Cuba, and Nicaragua. Biden is expected to “keep 

using the US sanctions weapon but with sharper aim,” as reported by Reuters.  

Roger D. Harris, International Conference February 28, 2021   



Biden, the day he entered office, had the power of executive order to restore Obama’s openings to Cuba 

that had been reversed by Trump. Now, over a month in office, Biden has not ended limits on remit-

tances, restrictions on travel, or other illegal sanctions on Cuba. Biden continues the illegal policy of 

regime change for Cuba of the previous twelve US presidents: covert and overt destabilization, blocka-

de, and US occupation of its military base at Guantánamo. Obama’s openings to Cuba, by his own des-

cription, were not a deviation from previous policy but an attempt to achieve regime change by diffe-

rent means. 

Venezuela featured prominently in the presidential campaign speeches of Trump and Biden, with both 

promoting regime change. US-anointed fake president of Venezuela, Juan Guaidó has lost his creden-

tials with the European Union. But the farce – initiated in 2019 by Trump – is being continued by Bi-

den, who backed down on his campaign pledge to possibly negotiate directly with the democratically 

elected president, Nicolás Maduro. 

Biden, once in office, has deported thousands of emigres back to Haiti and other countries. This is “a 

disappointing step backward from the Biden administration’s earlier commitments to fully break from 

the harmful deportation policies of both the Trump and Obama presidencies,”  according to the Ameri-

can Civil Liberties Union. 

Pivot to Asia 

US foreign policy reflects the personal qualities of the person occupying the Oval Office, party affilia-

tion, and the constellation of state and corporate powers behind the administration. Eclipsing these 

factors are larger geopolitical developments, especially now with the emergence of China as the world’s 

workshop. Following Obama’s “pivot to Asia” in 2012, Biden’s policy portends continuing Trump’s 

hostility toward China only with further intensification.  

China is an upcoming rival but falls short as a peer to the US in terms of economic power. China’s re-

markable economic growth has been predicated by its integration in and indeed dependence on the 

international capitalist market, which is dominated by the US. Although China is the world’s leading 

exporter, only a miniscule 4% of world trade in denominated in the Chinese yuan compared to 88% in 

the US$. Even close to half the trade between China and Russia, two countries sanctioned by the US, is 

denominated in US$.  

The new US administration will be augmenting troops in Syria and Afghanistan. Trump negotiated a 

peace agreement between the Taliban and the US-backed government in Afghanistan, now in its twen-

tieth year of war. The Biden administration has indicated that it will not honor the agreement, which 

requires a US troop drawdown.  

The Democratic People's Republic of Korea is entering its 71st year of official war with the US with no 

end in sight. When Trump met with DRPK President Kim Jong-un in 2019, the Democrats screamed 

“treason.” To be sure, Biden will not make the patriotic mistake of trying to reduce tension between the 

two nuclear powers.  
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Nuclear policy – 100 seconds to midnight 

The US is ringing Russia and China with “missile defense systems,” which had been illegal under the 

US-Russia ABM Treaty until 2002 when George W. Bush abrogated the treaty. A “missile defense sys-

tem” is designed to shield against a retaliatory response after a first-strike nuclear attack. 

China’s official policy is “not to be the first to use nuclear weapons at any time or under any circum-

stances.” Russian policy is to use nuclear weapons only “when the very existence of the state is threate-

ned.” On contrast, the US reserves the right to “first use” nuclear weapons. Head of the US Strategic 

Air Command, Admiral Charles A. Richard, warned  just this month that in a conflict with Russia or 

China “nuclear employment is a very real possibility.”  

The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists has set the 2021 doomsday clock to 100 seconds to midnight. Al-

though the UN Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons became international law on January 21, 

the US has not ratified it. On the brighter side, Biden extended the New START nuclear arms treaty for 

four years. 

 

Another world is possible, another US is necessary 

“American leadership” of the world, touted by both Republicans and Democrats, is not democratic. No 

one elected the US to be the world’s nanny. International polls show the US is rated among the most 

feared, hated, and dangerous countries in the world and the greatest threat to world peace.  

Meanwhile, the Vox Populi project reports majorities or pluralities of the US people support reducing 

the military budget, achieving peace by avoiding foreign intervention, negotiating directly with adver-

saries to avoid military confrontation, decreasing US troops overseas, and constraining the president’s 

ability to attack a foreign adversary. 

 



By: Pablo Ruiz  

Member of the School of the Americas Watch (SOA Watch) 

US Military Bases, Training, and the “New Threats  

The DEA, the CIA, and other United States agencies have established countless operation bases, facili-

ties, and offices as military agreements that enable them to operate anytime in our territories. 

If in the past they used to say that their objective was to combat communism, subversion, and the re-

volution that challenged the capitalist model, today the “new threats” are terrorism, drug traffic, cyber 

security, natural disasters, criminal organizations, and lately they are concerned even with “illegal fis-

hing”. Under these new threats or pretexts they keep militarizing, controlling, and watching over our 

continent. 

Chile: Peace Operations? 

In Chile, the US Army South Commando financed the construction in 2012 of a “Training Center for 

Peace Operations” in Fort Aguayo, Concón that was very well described by Alicia Lira as a training cen-

ter in “counter-insurgency”. We should not forget the role played by the “blue helmets”, the MINUS-

TAH, in Haiti, where there are charges of repression, assassinations, and sexual abuses against the po-

pulation. 

“It is not by chance that this military base emerges in Concón, because when a city or town rises up, as 

in the case of Aysén and as has been done by the students, a counter insurgence schema is brought up. 

This follows the logic of the dictatorship of the so-called ‘internal enemy’, and that is what is being ap-

plied”, pointed out Alicia Lira, president of the Group of Relatives of Political Victims (AFEP) in 2012. 

In spite of the fact that the Minister of Defense José Antonio Gómez declared to SOA Watch in 2015 

that this “Training Center for Peace Operations” had been closed, the truth is that its facilities (which 

simulate a city) have continued to be used for military training, and that there was and probable conti-

nues to be a presence of US marines in Chile. 

In addition to the above, “drills” of US and Chilean troops were carried out in April 2018 in Fort Agua-

yo. It is also known that the US military buy gasoline in Chilean territory, which logically suggests that 

Chile is a transit military base for the US Army. 

Peru: The Danger of Namru-6  

There are diverse US military bases in Peru, and a very particular one is NAMRU-6, which has three facilities: in 

Lima, Iquitos, and Puerto Mandonado. The “US Naval Medical Research Unit” or NAMRU-6 has as its objective 

to investigate infectious diseases, although its facilities could also be used for an eventual “biological war”. 

Researcher Olga Pinheiro wrote for the magazine El derecho a vivir en paz (The Right to Live in Freedom) an 

article titled “ABC de la Geopolítica” that points out that “one of the facilities of NAMRU-6 is located in the Peru-

vian Amazonia, in the proximity of the Amazonas River, in the city of Iquitos, which should alert us of the serious 

risk of contamination, dissemination, and proliferation of infectious agents”, adding that “there remains the con-

cern in the face of pathogen manipulation by foreign military institutions directly involved in the elaboration of 

biological weapons in different periods of history.” 
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We cannot forget that Cuba suffered an attack with biological weapons in the 1970s, which was the in-

tentional introduction of dengue fever and of the virus of swine fever. 

Honduras: The Soto Cano Base 

It is also known that NAMRU-6 opened in recent years a branch in the Soto Cano Air Base in Hondu-

ras, operated by the Bravo Joint Task Force of the US Army. Together with the US military base in 

Guantánamo, this is one of the “classic” military bases where there are US troops, equipment, radars, 

landing strips, and, obviously, weapons. 

“The Bravo-JTF carries out a variety of missions in Central and South America that range from sup-

porting US Government operations to counteract transnational organized crime to rendering humani-

tarian assistance, support in natural catastrophes, and developing supportive capacities,” points out 

the South Commando. 

We must remember that it was to this military base and airport that former President Manuel Zelaya 

was taken when he was overthrown by a coup d’état in 2009, to be expelled to Costa Rica. 

The US troops did nothing at the time to stop this coup. Nor do they do anything today, when not only 

the government is accused of being involved in serious violations of human rights, but the government 

of Juan Orlando Hernández is charged with being involved with drug traffic groups. 

It must be added that years later, in 2016, it became known that the former State Secretary Hillary 

Clinton had supported the coup d’état in Honduras that overthrew Manuel Zelaya, the democratically 

elected president. 
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June 21, 2019/ Juan Orlando Hernández with Craig S. Faller in the air base of Palmerola,  north of Tegucigalpa.  
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The School of the Americas Is Still Operating 

Former Panamanian president Jorge Illueca characterized the School of the Americas, which operated 

in Panama between 1946 and 1984, as “the largest base for destabilization in Latin America.” 

As we know, the School of the Americas had to abandon this country as a result of the Torrijos-Carter 

Treaties, and was established since 1984 at Fort Benning, in the city of Columbus, Georgia, USA. 

In 2001 its name was changed in order to fool public opinion, and since then it has been known as 

Western Hemisphere Institute for Security and Cooperation (WHINSEC). 

It is important that everyone know that the United States continue to train military, policemen, border 

patrols and civilians from all Latin America and the Caribbean at the WHINSEC military base in Fort 

Benning. In addition, WHINSEC instructors travel throughout our continent to grant military training. 

It is also important to say that in the United States there are over one hundred other military bases in 

which also troops from Latin America and the Caribbean receive training. All this without taking into 

consideration the courses or assistance that are probably granted by the police, the FBI, the DEA, the 

USAID, and other US agencies to military, police troops and civilians from our entire continent. 

Training, as well as assistance, are vital to succeed in exerting ideological and political influence over 

the minds, mainly among the high ranks of the armed forces and police that monopolize the force in 

our nations. It was therefore not strange that graduates from the School of the Americas were involved 

in the attempt of coup d’état in Venezuela (2002) and in the coups d’état in Honduras (2009) and Boli-

via (2019).  

The ILEA in El Salvador 

We will always remember the atrocities in which the US government participated against the people of 

El Salvador. Among them we will recall that it gave military training at the School of the Americas to 

the Atlacatl Battalion, involved in the crimes of El Mozote and in the murder of six Jesuit priests and 

two women. We will also remember the name of Roberto d’Aubuisson, a graduate from the School of 

the Americas, involved in the assassination of Monseigneur Oscar Romero. 

Currently in operation in El Salvador is the International Law Enforcement Academy (ILEA), descri-

bed by some as a new School of the Americas, where policemen, attorneys and judges are trained in the 

ideology and interests defended by the United States and in its struggle against the “new threats”. 

The truth is that in recent decades the legal war, the “lawfare”, the criminalization and the recourse to 

law in the cases of rulers and social leaders has emerged as fighting weapon. When they are not assas-

sinated or disappeared they are stigmatized, discredited, and submitted to trial. Many leading men and 

women endure political prison. 



Full Spectrum 

In addition to all we already know about the presence of the United States in Latin America and the 

Caribbean, with a strong presence in Colombia, Panama, and other nations, the recent agreement on 

the use of the Aero-Spatial Launching Center of Alcántara in Brazil and the use of the Galapagos Is-

lands in Ecuador by the US army are new elements of the continuous forms of militarization that US 

imperialism continues to develop in our continent to maintain its hegemony. 

Finally, it is important to recall that Rina Bertaccini, who was president of the Movement for Peace, 

Sovereignty, and Solidarity among the Peoples of Argentina (MOPASSOL) and vice president of the 

World Peace Council, denounced in 2011 the contents of the document “Joint Vision 2020” of the US 

Army, which states that domination today is conceived as “full spectrum”. 

“With all crudity they are warning us of what we may expect of the imperialist wars of the 21st century, 

a global action displayed in all domains: in the specifically military one with its deadly power, but also 

in the political, economic, ideological, and cultural domains, without any kind of juridical or moral li-

mitation or conditioning,” pointed out Bertaccini at the time. 
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International Law Enforcement Academy  
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“The Foreign Military Bases and the European Union” 

When we took the decision in November 2018 in Dublin to dedicate the 23rd February every year to 

the struggle against the Foreign Military Bases and in particular the ones of the US and NATO which 

constitute the 95% of the total number, we chose this date because of the emblematic content. It was 

118 years ago when the US signed with the bourgeois government of Cuba the agreement for the use 

of part of the territory of the Cuban province Guantanamo as Naval base by the USA. The 99 years 

agreement included the provision that it can be cancelled only if both parties agree, which means on-

ly if the US would agree to leave! After the triumph of the Cuban Revolution in 1959, Cuba never 

agreed to maintain this agreement and the Cuban people and government never stopped to demand 

the return of the Cuban territory to its owner and the closure of the US naval base and its respective 

illegal prison. To this demand we add strongly our voices, the voices of the hundreds of millions of 

peace loving people in the world who are declaring also their solidarity with the island of the revolu-

tion, the socialist Cuba. 

We are glad today that despite the technical obstacles we have a representative from Cuba with us 

with our dear ambassador Zelmys Dominguez.  

The dozens of speeches and contributions held in Dublin in 2018 and the respective book with the 

documentation of the 1st International Conference against US/NATO military bases in the world are 

a rich material reflecting many aspects of the issue of Foreign Military bases as instrument of impe-

rialist domination, interference in domestic affairs and locations for the preparations and execution 

of imperialist wars and aggression against the peoples of the world. 

The World Peace Council stood always firm on the subject of Foreign Military Bases denouncing in 

actions and demonstrations in front of the hundreds of bases of the US and NATO in dozens of coun-

tries, demanding their closure. At the same time we always maintain vigilant on the imperialist 

aggressive plans and wars whether the military bases are being used or not. 

We are aware that the leading force in this imperialist system and in NATO in particular, is the USA. 

Apart from its military strength, its Military, Navy and Air Force, the USA relies very much on its net-

work of allies. The European Union and its members, who are by vast majority also NATO members, 

is a close ally in almost all military endeavors taking place around the world. We are observing that 

despite the antagonisms between major forces inside NATO, they all share strategic cooperation and 

go hand in hand when it comes to their fundamental interests against peoples.  

By: Iraklis Tsavdaridis  

Executive Secretary WPC  
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The European Union is slowly but steadily growing as military force, aiming in the creation of its own 

EU army, while it has established “Battle Groups” for rapid interventions, it has created a Defense 

Agency and by definition it speaks about a strategic partnership with NATO which is clearly declared 

by the Lisbon Treaty. The European Union applies heavy political and economical sanctions against 

nations and countries as it is the case with Venezuela, Syria, Iran, Russia, DPR of Korea and others.  

The EU maintains more than 20 foreign military missions often labeled as peace keeping or humani-

tarian whereas military bases of NATO or of France are being used.  The EU was never a “club of 

equals”, not in any sense, it was never the union of the peoples, it is defending the interests and pro-

fits of the multinational corporations, participating in violent regime changes and applying its so-

called democratic standards around the world. The recent example of Venezuela where the EU- am-

bassador was expelled for the subversive role the EU was performing the last years, speaks for itself. 

The role the EU played in the Coup d’Etat in the Ukraine in 2014 was also very clear. The European 

Union is a full-flesh imperialist structure, the governments of its members states are bearing all the 

responsibility for the unanimous decisions they are taking on all issues. 

The geographical area of Europe constitutes a theater of military and imperialist interest since ever. 

After the dissolution of the USSR in 1991, the new members of NATO in Eastern Europe enlarged its 

range and the last 20 years new military bases were established in the Baltic States, in Poland, Roma-

nia, Bulgaria, including Missile Defense Shields in order to enable NATO to strike first without the 

possibility for retaliation. Ireland with its de facto US base at Shannon airport has become the trans-

fer hub for 3 millions of US troops heading to or returning from military aggressions of the US in the 

last 20 years. The US maintains as well their Air Base in Rammstein (Germany) as a major hub in 

Europe. Germany is also the place where the African Command of the US is based for the US aggres-

sions and surveillance on Africa. 

 After the imperialist aggression of NATO against Yugoslavia in 1999, NATO has established the big-

gest foreign military base worldwide, on the Serbian territory of Kosovo with the “Camp Bondsteel”. 

From there the US and NATO forces control operations for the Balkans and Eastern Europe.  

But the US has also very reliable partners in Turkey with the Air Base of Incirlik which is “hosting” 

also Nuclear Weapons and in Cyprus where the UK maintains military bases within their “sovereign 

bases” on the island which is at the same time partially occupied by the NATO member, Turkey. 

The importance of Greece for the imperialist plans in the broader area of the Eastern Mediterranean 

Sea can be easily understood if we look at the bilateral military agreement between the US and Gree-

ce which was prepared by the previous government and is being implemented by the current one in 

Greece. According to this agreement several new military bases are being installed by the US in Gree-

ce, additional to the strategic Souda Naval and Air Base in Crete which is being enlarged in its fun-

ctions.  
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Just these days a huge military mobilization is taking place by the US at the city and port of Alexan-

droupolis (one of the new Bases) where more than 6.000 troops have landed and are moving with their 

heavy military equipment towards Germany, Latvia, Poland and Romania under the Operation 

“Defender 2021”. With the helpful support and cooperation of its governments, Greece is becoming 

more than ever before a huge military base, willing to take part in the imperialist plans in the region. 

It is clear for us that the engagement of countries in NATO or even in the EU does not serve the peace 

and stability, neither the welfare of the peoples. Being part of imperialist alliances makes countries ac-

complices in crimes against humanity and turns them in potential targets for retaliation. It is dange-

rous rather than an illusion to believe that NATO or the EU will protect or safeguard sovereign rights of 

its members. The governments of these alliances are seeking for greater role in their regions under the 

imperialist umbrellas, for bigger share of the looting of natural and energy resources 

The engagement and commitment of all NATO states is clearly proved by the decisions of its summits. 

All NATO members have agreed on the military encirclement of Russia and the nuclear first strike opti-

on in previous summits. The deployment of military bases in the respective countries of Europe is ta-

king place with the full endorsement of the governments, not necessarily of the peoples will. In the re-

cent NATO summit where the agenda NATO 2030 was approved, it has been explicitly mentioned that 

Russia and China have to be targeted as enemies of priority. Therefore NATO demands the increase of 

the military expenditure to the 2% of their GDP in order to increase armaments. By the way my coun-

try Greece, a crisis driven country with its people getting impoverished, is one of the few which is ful-

filling this 2% target. 

Dear friends and comrades 

The tasks of the peace loving forces and of the peace movement in our region, Europe are demanding a 

clear opposition to the plans and policies of the EU and a clear understanding of the nature of it.  

The recent years the EU has developed its Common Security and Defense Policy (CSDP), the upgrading 

of the EU Battle groups, the creation of the European Defense Fund, the strengthening of PESCO 

(Permanent Structural Cooperation), as well as the «European Intervention Initiative». This EU war 

machine will be coordinated with the NATO machinery that provides for creating 30 strong infantry 

units, 30 air force and 30 naval ones that will be operable within 30 days (the four «30s»), whenever 

and wherever required for the benefit of American and European monopolies in competition with Chi-

na and Russia. 

We cannot pick out some of the crimes of NATO and/or EU and neglect others. What the imperialists 

are applying in Syria or Libya is related and in one line with what they do in Afghanistan. The imperia-

list interference, interventions and sanctions against Venezuela, Cuba and Nicaragua are of the same 

strategy with what they do against the DPR of Korea. The toleration of the occupation in Cyprus, Pales-

tine and Western Sahara is an expression of the hypocrisy and complicity with the occupying forces.  
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Iraklis Tsavdaridis, International Conference February 28, 2021  

The creation, funding and training of extremist mercenary forces in the Middle East with the ISIS, as it 

has happened before with the Taliban in Afghanistan, shows openly the real face of the imperialists of US, 

NATO and EU. 

It is not expected that this will change now with the new US Administration Biden, which only 36 days 

after taking office has launched a murderous air strike against Syria with dozens of civilian casualties. 

There is no space for false hopes and expectations in the peace movement! 

Dear Comrades and Friends 

These challenging times of the last one year with the Covid19 pandemic have multiple consequences for 

all of us. The enemies of peace have never stopped their plans in all corners of the planet. They even take 

advantage of the fear of the people and the restrictions in their movement and actions. 

Nevertheless we have never stopped being vigilant and on alert. Actions and meetings are taking place 

within the given conditions.  

We are hopeful that very soon the situation will improve, that the vaccines will reach the peoples in need 

despite and against the policies of the powerful countries and their enterprises who apply commercial 

criteria, neglecting the life of the vast majority of humanity. 

Warm militant greetings to all of you and the millions of people who fight for a world of peace and social 

justice, against imperialist wars 
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Realization 

Lorayne Izquierdo  

 

 

Editorial Council 

Silvio Platero  

Alina Fernández 

Yipsi Arzola   


